
 
 

Introduction to Short Stories 
Michigan State High School ELA Content Expectations 

Course Description 
This course will introduce students to an appreciation for the short story.  Focus on the literary elements 
that make up short fiction will aid in comprehension and a deeper look at fiction.  Each Unit is comprised 
of several short, high-interest short stories and one or two “challenge stories” from important authors.  
The reading level is easy to average and the work is mostly reading, with very little writing and multiple 
reading comprehension assignments.   

 
Text Books 
  Impact:  50 Short Short Stories 2nd/e.  Austin: Holt Rhinehart and Winston, 2004. 

 

Pickering, James H. ed.  Fiction 100:  An Anthology of Short Fiction 10/e.  Upper Saddle River, NJ:  

Pearson Prentice Hall, 2004. 

 

Pickering, James H. ed.  Reader’s Guide to the Short Story to Accompany Fiction 100:  An Anthology of
 Short Fiction 10/e.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Prentice Hall, 2004 

 

 
 

Unit 1 Description 
     This unit will briefly explain the history of printed short fiction and introduce the reader to tales with 
a twist and stories with turning points.   

Essential Content and Skills 

     The learner will: 

• Read for understanding 

• Read for appreciation 

• Identify, define and use new vocabulary from reading 

• Understand irony  
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• Identify the turning point of a plot 

 

Unit 1 Michigan State Content Expectations  
Click here to view the Michigan DOE Curriculum Content Standards. 

Unit 1 Lesson 1:  Introduction to Short Story 
State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 3.2.1 
 

Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
Recognize a variety of literary genres and forms (e.g., poetry, drama, novels, short 
stories, autobiographies, biographies, multi-genre texts, satire, parody, allegory) 
and demonstrate an understanding of the way in which genre and form influence 
meaning.  
 

 
Unit 1 Lesson 2:  “A Tiger in the House” 
State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE2.1.7 
 
 
CE3.1.3 
 
 
CE3.1.4 
 
 
 
 
 

Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
Recognize a variety of plot structures and elements (e.g., story within a story, rising 
action, foreshadowing, flash backs, cause-and-effect relationships, conflicts, 
resolutions) and describe their impact on the reader in specific literary works.  
Analyze characteristics of specific works and authors (e.g., voice, mood, time 
sequence, author vs. narrator, stated vs. implied author, intended audience and 
purpose, irony, parody, satire, propaganda, use of archetypes and symbols) and 
identify basic beliefs, perspectives, and philosophical assumptions underlying an 
author’s work.  
 

 
Unit 1 Lesson 3:  “Rolls for the Czar” 
State Standard Description 
CE1.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE2.1.7 
 
 
CE3.1.3 
 
 

Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (e.g..structure,language, 
use of conventions of grammar, usage, ad mechanics) of the selected form or 
genre.   
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
Recognize a variety of plot structures and elements (e.g., story within a story, rising 
action, foreshadowing, flash backs, cause-and-effect relationships, conflicts, 
resolutions) and describe their impact on the reader in specific literary works.  
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Unit 1 Lesson 4:  “An Astrologer’s Day” 
State Standard Description 
CE1.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE2.1.7 
 
 
CE3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE3.1.3 
 
 
 
 

Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (e.g..structure,language, 
use of conventions of grammar, usage, ad mechanics) of the selected form or 
genre.   
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Recognize a variety of plot structures and elements (e.g., story within a story, rising 
action, foreshadowing, flash backs, cause-and-effect relationships, conflicts, 
resolutions) and describe their impact on the reader in specific literary works.  
 

 
Unit 1 Lesson 5:  “War” 
State Standard Description 
CE2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE2.1.7 
 
 
CE3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE3.1.4 
 
 

Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Analyze characteristics of specific works and authors (e.g., voice, mood, time 
sequence, author vs. narrator, stated vs. implied author, intended audience and 
purpose, irony, parody, satire, propaganda, use of archetypes and symbols) and 
identify basic beliefs, perspectives, and philosophical assumptions underlying an 
author’s work.  
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Unit 1 Lesson 6:  Irony and Twists 
State Standard Description 
CE2.2.1 
 
 
CE3.1.4 
 
 

Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Analyze characteristics of specific works and authors (e.g., voice, mood, time 
sequence, author vs. narrator, stated vs. implied author, intended audience and 
purpose, irony, parody, satire, propaganda, use of archetypes and symbols) and 
identify basic beliefs, perspectives, and philosophical assumptions underlying an 
author’s work.  
 

 
Unit 1 Lesson 7:  Vocabulary 
State Standard Description 
CE2.1.3 
 
 
 

Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
 

 
Unit 1 Lesson 8:  “Rip Van Winkle” 
State Standard Description 
CE2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE2.1.7 
 
 

Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Course Name - Part 
Michigan State Curriculum Content Standards (continued) 

Page 5 of 17 

Unit 1 Lesson 9:  Take a Challenge 
State Standard Description 
CE1.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE2.1.7 
 
 
CE2.2.1 
 
 
CE3.1.4 
 
 

Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (e.g..structure,language, 
use of conventions of grammar, usage, ad mechanics) of the selected form or 
genre.   
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Analyze characteristics of specific works and authors (e.g., voice, mood, time 
sequence, author vs. narrator, stated vs. implied author, intended audience and 
purpose, irony, parody, satire, propaganda, use of archetypes and symbols) and 
identify basic beliefs, perspectives, and philosophical assumptions underlying an 
author’s work.  
 

 
Unit 1 Lesson 10:  “The Lottery” 
State Standard Description 
CE2.1.7 
 
 
CE2.2.1 
 
 
CE3.1.4 
 
 

Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Analyze characteristics of specific works and authors (e.g., voice, mood, time 
sequence, author vs. narrator, stated vs. implied author, intended audience and 
purpose, irony, parody, satire, propaganda, use of archetypes and symbols) and 
identify basic beliefs, perspectives, and philosophical assumptions underlying an 
author’s work.  
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Unit 2 Description 
     This unit will explore the elements of plot and of character and the ways in which authors use 
characterization in fiction.  The student will be able to identify various character types.  Additionally, 
selections in this unit increase slightly in difficulty to keep the reader moving forward.  

Essential Content and Skills 

     The learner will: 

• Read for understanding 

• Read for appreciation 

• Identify, define and use new vocabulary from reading 

• Understand character and the elements of characterization  

• Identify the various types of character 

• Analyze a character using the elements of characterization 
 

 

Unit 2 Michigan State Content Expectations 
Unit 2 Lesson 1:  The Heart of What Matters 
State Standard Description 
CE3.1.2  
 
 
 
CE3.1.3  
 
 
 
CE3.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE3.1.5 
 

Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Recognize a variety of plot structures and elements (e.g., story within a story, 
rising action, foreshadowing, flash backs, cause-and-effect relationships, conflicts, 
resolutions) and describe their impact on the reader  
in specific literary works.  
Analyze characteristics of specific works and authors (e.g., voice, mood, time 
sequence, author vs. narrator, stated vs. implied author, intended audience and 
purpose, irony, parody, satire, propaganda, use of archetypes and symbols) and 
identify basic beliefs, perspectives, and philosophical assumptions underlying an 
author’s work.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
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Unit 2 Lesson 2:  “Spunk” 
State Standard Description 
CE2.1.7 
 
 
CE3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE3.1.3 
 
 

Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Recognize a variety of plot structures and elements (e.g., story within a story, rising 
action, foreshadowing, flash backs, cause-and-effect relationships, conflicts, 
resolutions) and describe their impact on the reader in specific literary works.  
 

 
Unit 2 Lesson 3:  Plot 
State Standard Description 
CE2.1.7 
 
 
CE3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE3.1.3 
 
 

Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Recognize a variety of plot structures and elements (e.g., story within a story, rising 
action, foreshadowing, flash backs, cause-and-effect relationships, conflicts, 
resolutions) and describe their impact on the reader in specific literary works.  
 

 
Unit 2 Lesson 4:  “Stolen Day” 
State Standard Description 
CE2.1.7 
 
 
CE3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE3.1.3 
 
 

Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Recognize a variety of plot structures and elements (e.g., story within a story, rising 
action, foreshadowing, flash backs, cause-and-effect relationships, conflicts, 
resolutions) and describe their impact on the reader in specific literary works.  
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Unit 2 Lesson 5:  “Dinner Party” 
State Standard Description 
CE2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE2.17 
 
 
CE 3.1.3 
 

Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
Recognize a variety of plot structures and elements (e.g., story within a story, rising 
action, foreshadowing, flash backs, cause-and-effect relationships, conflicts, 
resolutions) and describe their impact on the reader in specific literary works.  
 

 
Unit 2 Lesson 6:  Character 
State Standard Description 
CE2.1.7 
 
 
CE3.1.2 
 
 

Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
 

 
Unit 2 Lesson 7:  “Thank You, Ma’am” & “All the Years of Her Life” 
State Standard Description 
CE2.1.7 
 
 
CE3.1.2 
 
 

Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
 

 
Unit 2 Lesson 8:  “The Rifles of the Regiment” 
State Standard Description 
CE2.1.7 
 
 
CE3.1.2 
 
 

Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
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Unit 2 Lesson 9:  “Charles” 
State Standard Description 
CE2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE2.1.7 
 
 
CE3.1.2 
 

Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
 

 
Unit 2 Lesson 10:  “August 2002: Night Meeting” 
State Standard Description 
CE2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE2.1.7 
 
 
CE3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE3.1.3 
 
 

Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Recognize a variety of plot structures and elements (e.g., story within a story, rising 
action, foreshadowing, flash backs, cause-and-effect relationships, conflicts, 
resolutions) and describe their impact on the reader in specific literary works.  
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Unit 3 Description 
     This unit will examine the elements of setting, point-of-view and tone. Readers will be able to 
recognize how a change in one of these elements affects the mood and reaction to the story.  The 
student will be able to identify various points-of-view.  Additionally, selections in this unit increase slightly 
in difficulty to keep the reader moving forward.  

Essential Content and Skills 

     The learner will: 

• Read for understanding 

• Read for appreciation 

• Identify, define and use new vocabulary from reading 

• Recognize elements of setting. 

• Create a setting using sensory details. 

• Identify point-of-view. 

• Recognize how authors create tone for the reader. 
 

Unit 3 Michigan State Content Expectations 
Unit 3 Lesson 1:  Setting 
State Standard Description 
CE3.1.3 
 
 
CE3.1.4 
 
 

Recognize a variety of plot structures and elements (e.g., story within a story, 
rising action, foreshadowing, flash backs, cause-and-effect relationships, conflicts, 
resolutions) and describe their impact on the reader in specific literary works.  
Analyze characteristics of specific works and authors (e.g., voice, mood, time 
sequence, author vs. narrator, stated vs. implied author, intended audience and 
purpose, irony, parody, satire, propaganda, use of archetypes and symbols) and 
identify basic beliefs, perspectives, and philosophical assumptions underlying an 
author’s work.  
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Unit 3 Lesson 2:  “The Sniper” 
State Standard Description 
CE2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE2.1.7 
 
 
CE2.3.2 
 
 
 

Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
Read, view, and/or listen independently to a variety of fiction, nonfiction, and 
multimedia genres based on student interest and curiosity.  
 

 
Unit 3 Lesson 3:  “All Summer in a Day” 
State Standard Description 
CE2.1.7 
 
 
CE3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE3.1.3 
 
 

Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Recognize a variety of plot structures and elements (e.g., story within a story, rising 
action, foreshadowing, flash backs, cause-and-effect relationships, conflicts, 
resolutions) and describe their impact on the reader in specific literary works.  
 

 
Unit 3 Lesson 4:  “Too Soon a Woman” 
State Standard Description 
CE2.1.7 
 
 
CE3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE3.1.3 
 
 

Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Recognize a variety of plot structures and elements (e.g., story within a story, rising 
action, foreshadowing, flash backs, cause-and-effect relationships, conflicts, 
resolutions) and describe their impact on the reader in specific literary works 
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Unit 3 Lesson 5:  Tone & “The Princess and the Tin Box” 
State Standard Description 
CE3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE3.1.3 
 
 
 
CE3.1.4 
 
 

Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Recognize a variety of plot structures and elements (e.g., story within a story, rising 
action, foreshadowing, flash backs, cause-and-effect relationships, conflicts, 
resolutions) and describe their impact on the reader  
in specific literary works.  
Analyze characteristics of specific works and authors (e.g., voice, mood, time 
sequence, author vs. narrator, stated vs. implied author, intended audience and 
purpose, irony, parody, satire, propaganda, use of archetypes and symbols) and 
identify basic beliefs, perspectives, and philosophical assumptions underlying an 
author’s work.  
 

 
Unit 3 Lesson 6:  Point Of View 
State Standard Description 
CE3.1.4 
 

Analyze characteristics of specific works and authors (e.g., voice, mood, time 
sequence, author vs. narrator, stated vs. implied author, intended audience and 
purpose, irony, parody, satire, propaganda, use of archetypes and symbols) and 
identify basic beliefs, perspectives, and philosophical assumptions underlying an 
author’s work.  
 

 
Unit 3 Lesson 7:  “A Day’s Wait” 
State Standard Description 
CE2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE2.1.7 
 
 
CE3.1.4 
 
 

Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
Analyze characteristics of specific works and authors (e.g., voice, mood, time 
sequence, author vs. narrator, stated vs. implied author, intended audience and 
purpose, irony, parody, satire, propaganda, use of archetypes and symbols) and 
identify basic beliefs, perspectives, and philosophical assumptions underlying an 
author’s work.  
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Unit 3 Lesson 8: “The Yellow Wallpaper” 
State Standard Description 
CE2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE2.1.7 
 
 
CE3.1.4 
 
 

Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
Analyze characteristics of specific works and authors (e.g., voice, mood, time 
sequence, author vs. narrator, stated vs. implied author, intended audience and 
purpose, irony, parody, satire, propaganda, use of archetypes and symbols) and 
identify basic beliefs, perspectives, and philosophical assumptions underlying an 
author’s work.  
 

 
Unit 3 Lesson 9: “The Cask of Amontillado “ 
State Standard Description 
CE2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE2.1.7 
 
 
CE3.1.4 
 
 

Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
Analyze characteristics of specific works and authors (e.g., voice, mood, time 
sequence, author vs. narrator, stated vs. implied author, intended audience and 
purpose, irony, parody, satire, propaganda, use of archetypes and symbols) and 
identify basic beliefs, perspectives, and philosophical assumptions underlying an 
author’s work.  
 

 
Unit 3 Lesson 10:  “A Secret for Two” & “What Happened During an Ice Storm” 
State Standard Description 
CE2.1.7 
 
 
CE3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE3.1.3 
 
 
CE3.1.4 
 

Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Recognize a variety of plot structures and elements (e.g., story within a story, rising 
action, foreshadowing, flash backs, cause-and-effect relationships, conflicts, 
resolutions) and describe their impact on the reader in specific literary works 
Analyze characteristics of specific works and authors (e.g., voice, mood, time 
sequence, author vs. narrator, stated vs. implied author, intended audience and 
purpose, irony, parody, satire, propaganda, use of archetypes and symbols) and 
identify basic beliefs, perspectives, and philosophical assumptions underlying an 
author’s work.  
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Unit 4 Description 
     This unit will explore increasingly difficult literature by identifying the theme of a given piece.  The 
reader will experience literature for an overall effect and analyze the elements of plot that an author uses 
to achieve the total experience.  

Essential Content and Skills 

     The learner will: 

• Read for understanding. 
• Read for appreciation. 
• Define, learn and use new vocabulary words. 
• Identify the theme of a piece of literature in one statement. 
• Identify symbols. 
• Analyze the overall effect a piece of literature has on the reader. 
• Analyze juxtaposition. 

 

Unit 4 Michigan State Content Expectations 
Unit 4 Lesson 1:  Theme & Hans Christian Andersen 
State Standard Description 
CE2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE3.1.5 
 
 
CE3.1.10 
 
 

Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such 
as print and electronic dictionaries.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
 

 
Unit 4 Lesson 2:  Explicit and Implied Theme 
State Standard Description 
CE2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE3.1.5 
 
 
CE3.1.10 
 

Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
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Unit 4 Lesson 3:  “A Game of Catch” 
State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE3.1.3 
 
 
CE3.1.5 
 
 
CE3.1.10 
 
 

Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Recognize a variety of plot structures and elements (e.g., story within a story, rising 
action, foreshadowing, flash backs, cause-and-effect relationships, conflicts, 
resolutions) and describe their impact on the reader in specific literary works 
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
 

 
Unit 4 Lesson 4:  Symbol & Theme 
State Standard Description 
CE3.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE3.1.5 
 
 
CE3.1.10 
 
 

Analyze characteristics of specific works and authors (e.g., voice, mood, time 
sequence, author vs. narrator, stated vs. implied author, intended audience and 
purpose, irony, parody, satire, propaganda, use of archetypes and symbols) and 
identify basic beliefs, perspectives, and philosophical assumptions underlying an 
author’s work.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts. Analyze the relationships, 
uses and effectiveness of literary elements used by one or more authors in similar 
genres including characterization, setting, plot, theme, point of view, tone and style. 
 

 
Unit 4 Lesson 5:  “August Heat” 
State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE3.1.3 
 
 
CE3.1.5 
 
 
CE3.1.10 
 
 

Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Recognize a variety of plot structures and elements (e.g., story within a story, rising 
action, foreshadowing, flash backs, cause-and-effect relationships, conflicts, 
resolutions) and describe their impact on the reader in specific literary works 
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
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Unit 4 Lesson 6:  “The Tell-Tale Heart” 
State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE2.2.1 
 
 
CE3.1.3 
 
 
CE3.1.5 
 
 
CE3.1.10 
 
 

Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Recognize a variety of plot structures and elements (e.g., story within a story, rising 
action, foreshadowing, flash backs, cause-and-effect relationships, conflicts, 
resolutions) and describe their impact on the reader in specific literary works 
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
 

 
Unit 4 Lesson 7:  “The Story of an Hour” 
State Standard Description 
CE 2,2,1 
 
 
 

Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
 

 
Unit 4 Lesson 8:  “Luck” 
State Standard Description 
CE1.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE2.1.7 
 
 
CE2.2.1 
 

Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (e.g..structure,language, 
use of conventions of grammar, usage, ad mechanics) of the selected form or 
genre.   
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
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Unit 4 Lesson 9:  “The Gift of the Magi” 
State Standard Description 
CE2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE2.2.1 
 

Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
 

 
Unit 4 Lesson 10:  “The Necklace” 
State Standard Description 
CE2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE2.2.1 
 
 

Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
 

 
 
 


