
 
 

Introduction to College Writing 
 

Michigan State High School ELA Content Expectations 
Course Description 
Introduction to college writing is designed for students who wish to continue onto college. After 
completing this course, students should be prepared for freshman composition. The skills covered in this 
course will provide a foundation for basic college writing. The primary focus is on informative and 
persuasive writing with attention to theses, organization, paragraphs, argumentative theories, research 
techniques, citation, and style. Besides the traditional essay genre, writing technique and etiquette in real-
world applications such as abstracts, memos, and email, as well as in other content areas, are practiced 
throughout.   

 
 

 

Unit 1 Description  

     This unit will introduce, or review for some students, the types of writing and the writing process. 
After learning the difference between revision in writing and simple proofreading, the students will begin 
writing. Emphasis is placed on writing effective paragraphs within and without an essay. Two writing 
assignments allow the students to gain and use critical thinking and critical reading skills. A short writing 
exercise proves that students can "read" more than just printed text by analyzing a photograph. A full-
length essay allows the student to apply critical skills in an academic response to essays regarding 
censorship and popular music. 
Essential Content and Skills 
The learner will: 

• Understand the principles of audience and purpose. 
• Understand the writing process. 
• Learn to revise and proofread. 
• Write and organize effective paragraphs. 
• Develop critical thinking and critical reading skills. 
• Critically respond to a text.  
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Unit 1 Michigan State Content Expectations 
Click here to view the Michigan DOE Curriculum Content Standards. 

 

Unit 1 Lesson 1:  Getting Started 
State Standard Description 
CE  1.1.5  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.3 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.6 
 
 
CE 1.5.3  
 

Revise drafts to more fully and/or precisely convey meaning—drawing on 
response from others, self-reflection, and reading one’s own work with the eye of a 
reader; then refine the text— deleting and/or reorganizing ideas, and addressing 
potential readers’ questions. 
Develop and refine a position, claim, thesis, or hypothesis that will be explored and 
supported by analyzing different perspectives, resolving inconsistencies, and 
writing about those differences in a structure appropriate for the audience (e.g., 
argumentative essay that avoids inconsistencies in logic and develops a single 
thesis; exploratory essay that explains differences and similarities and raises 
additional questions).  
Use appropriate conventions of textual citation in different contexts (e.g., different 
academic disciplines and workplace writing situations). 
Select format and tone based on the desired effect and audience, using effective 
written and spoken language, sound, and/or visual representations (e.g., focus, 
transitions, facts, detail and evidence to support judgments, skillful use of rhetorical 
devices, and a coherent conclusion).   
 

 
Unit 1 Lesson 2:  Purpose and Audience 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3 
 
 
CE 1.1.6 
 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 2.1.5 
 
CE 2.1.6  
 
 
 
 
CE 4.1.1 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).  
Reorganize sentence elements as needed and choose grammatical and stylistic 
options that provide sentence variety, fluency, and flow.  
Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research.  
Analyze and evaluate the components of multiple organizational patterns (e.g., 
compare/contrast, cause/effect, problem/solution, fact/opinion, theory/evidence).  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Use sentence structures and vocabulary effectively within different modes (oral and 
written, formal and informal) and for various rhetorical purposes. 
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Unit 1 Lesson 3:  Paragraphs 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.3.2  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.2  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5  
 

 Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical 
thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal 
purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging 
introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, 
transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion.  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
 

 
Unit 1 Lesson 4:  The Writing Process 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3  
 
CE 1.4.1  
 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).  
Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research.  
 

 
Unit 1 Lesson 5:  Revising vs. Editing 
State Standard Description 
 
CE  1.1.5  
 
 
 
CE 1.1.7 
 
 
CE 1,1,8 
 
CE 1.5.3  
 
 
 
 
CE 4.1.5 

.  
Revise drafts to more fully and/or precisely convey meaning—drawing on response 
from others, self-reflection, and reading one’s own work with the eye of a reader; 
then refine the text— deleting and/or reorganizing ideas, and addressing potential 
readers’ questions. 
Edit for style, tone, and word choice (specificity, variety, accuracy, appropriateness, 
and conciseness) and for conventions of grammar, usage and mechanics that are 
appropriate for audience.  
Proofread to check spelling, layout, and font; and prepare selected pieces for a 
public audience.  
Select format and tone based on the desired effect and audience, using effective 
written and spoken language, sound, and/or visual representations (e.g., focus, 
transitions, facts, detail and evidence to support judgments, skillful use of rhetorical 
devices, and a coherent conclusion).   
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 1 Lesson 6:  Critical Thinking 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3  
 
 
CE  1.2.1   
  
CE 1.3.1  
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.2  
 
 
 
 
 CE 1.3.3  
 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 3.4.2 
 
CE 3.4.4 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).  
Write, speak, and use images and graphs to understand and discover complex 
ideas.  
 Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g., personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
 Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical 
thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal 
purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging 
introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, 
transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion.  
 Compose essays with well-crafted and varied sentences demonstrating a precise, 
flexible, and creative use of language.   
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
 Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and 
use transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Understand that media and popular texts are produced within a social context and 
have economic, political, social, and aesthetic purposes.  
Understand how the commercial and political purposes of producers and publishers 
influence not only the nature of advertisements and the selection of media content, 
but the slant of news articles   in newspapers, magazines, and the visual media.  
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Unit 1 Lesson 7:  Critical Reading 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3 
 
 
CE 1.1..6 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
CE 2.1.7  
 
 
CE 2.3.1 
 
CE 2.3.2 
 
CE 4.1.1 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).  
Reorganize sentence elements as needed and choose grammatical 
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Read, listen to, and view diverse texts for multiple purposes such as learning 
complex procedures, making work-place decisions, or pursuing in-depth studies.  
Read, view, and/or listen independently to a variety of fiction, nonfiction, and 
multimedia genres based on student interest and curiosity.  
Use sentence structures and vocabulary effectively within different modes (oral and 
written, formal and informal) and for various rhetorical purposes.  
 

 
Unit 1 Lesson 8:  Prejudice, Bias, and Fact and Opinion 
State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.5  
 
CE 2.1.6  
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 

Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Analyze and evaluate the components of multiple organizational patterns (e.g., 
compare/contrast, cause/effect, problem/solution, fact/opinion, theory/evidence).  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
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Unit 1 Lesson 9:  Critical Response 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3  
 
 
CE 1.1.5 
 
 
 
CE 1.1.6 
 
CE  1.2.1   
  
CE 1.3.1  
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.2  
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.3  
 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 1.5.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 3.4.2 
 
CE 3.4.4 
 
 
CE 4.1.1 
 
 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).  
Revise drafts to more fully and/or precisely convey meaning—drawing on response 
from others, self-reflection, and reading one’s own work with the eye of a reader; 
then refine the text— deleting and/or reorganizing ideas, and addressing potential 
readers’ questions. 
Reorganize sentence elements as needed and choose grammatical and stylistic 
options that provide sentence variety, fluency, and flow.  
Write, speak, and use images and graphs to understand and discover complex 
ideas.  
 Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical 
thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal 
purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging 
introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, 
transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion.  
Compose essays with well-crafted and varied sentences demonstrating a precise, 
flexible, and creative use of language.   
Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research 
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
 Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and 
use transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Select format and tone based on the desired effect and audience, using effective 
written and spoken language, sound, and/or visual representations (e.g., focus, 
transitions, facts, detail and evidence to support judgments, skillful use of rhetorical 
devices, and a coherent conclusion).   
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Understand that media and popular texts are produced within a social context and 
have economic, political, social, and aesthetic purposes.  
Understand how the commercial and political purposes of producers and publishers 
influence not only the nature of advertisements and the selection of media content, 
but the slant of news articles   in newspapers, magazines, and the visual media.  
Use sentence structures and vocabulary effectively within different modes (oral and 
written, formal and informal) and for various rhetorical purposes.  
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Unit 1 Lesson 10:  Revise, Redraft, Proofread, and Submit 
State Standard Description 
CE  1.1.5  
 
 
 
CE 1.1.7 
 
 
CE 1.1.8 
 
CE 1.5.3  
 
 
 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Revise drafts to more fully and/or precisely convey meaning—drawing on response 
from others, self-reflection, and reading one’s own work with the eye of a reader; 
then refine the text— deleting and/or reorganizing ideas, and addressing potential 
readers’ questions. 
Edit for style, tone, and word choice (specificity, variety, accuracy, appropriateness, 
conciseness) and for conventions of grammar, usage and mechanics that are 
appropriate for audience.  
Proofread to check spelling, layout, and font; and prepare selected pieces for a 
public audience.  
Select format and tone based on the desired effect and audience, using effective 
written and spoken language, sound, and/or visual representations (e.g., focus, 
transitions, facts, detail and evidence to support judgments, skillful use of rhetorical 
devices, and a coherent conclusion).   
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 2 Description  

     This unit will begin by a taking look at answering essay questions on exams. Writers will then 
explore the argumentative writing process from prewriting to submission. Stylistic elements of word choice 
and proper usage as well as effective paragraphs are entwined with writing instruction. The unit ends with 
a cross-curricular writing assignment for a science topic chosen by the writer. 
  
Essential Content and Skills 
The learner will: 

• Develop a technique for answering essay test questions. 
• Understand the argumentative writing process. 
• Write a thesis statement. 
• Understand the elements of effective paragraph writing. 
• Write an introductory and concluding paragraph. 
• Identify incorrect word usage. 
• Apply writing skills to a science topic. 
• Understand the informative writing process. 

 

Unit 2 Michigan State Content Expectations 
Click here to view the Michigan DOE Curriculum Content Standards. 

  
Unit 2 Lesson 1:  Essay Quesitions 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3 
 
 
CE 1.1.4  
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.9  
 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 3.2.1  
 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).  
Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (e.g., structure, 
language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected 
form or genre.  
Use the formal, stylistic, content, and mechanical conventions of a variety of 
genres in speaking, writing, and multimedia presentations. 
Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research.  
Recognize a variety of literary genres and forms (e.g., poetry, drama, novels, short 
stories, autobiographies, biographies, multi-genre texts, satire, parody, allegory) 
and demonstrate an understanding of the way in which genre and form influence
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Unit 2 Lesson 2:  Logical Fallacies 
State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.5  
 
CE 2.1.6  
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 

Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Analyze and evaluate the components of multiple organizational patterns (e.g., 
compare/contrast, cause/effect, problem/solution, fact/opinion, theory/evidence).  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
 

 
Unit 2 Lesson 3:  Argumentative Writing 
State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.5  
 
CE 2.1.6  
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 

Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Analyze and evaluate the components of multiple organizational patterns (e.g., 
compare/contrast, cause/effect, problem/solution, fact/opinion, theory/evidence).  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
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Unit 2 Lesson 4:  Tone and Effective Reasoning 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.3.4  
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.5  
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 3.1.3  
 
 
CE 3.1.4  
 
 
 
 
 CE 3.2.2  
 

Develop and extend a thesis, argument, or exploration of a topic by analyzing 
differing perspectives and employing a structure that effectively conveys the ideas in 
writing (e.g. resolve inconsistencies in logic; use a range of strategies to persuade, 
clarify, and defend a position with precise and relevant evidence; anticipate and 
address concerns and counterclaims; provide a clear and effective conclusion). 
From the outset, identify and assess audience expectations and needs; consider the 
rhetorical effects of style, form, and content based on that assessment; and adapt 
communication strategies appropriately and effectively.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Recognize a variety of plot structures and elements (e.g., story within a story, rising 
action, foreshadowing, flash backs, cause-and-effect relationships, conflicts, 
resolutions) and describe their impact on the reader in specific literary works. 
Analyze characteristics of specific works and authors (e.g., voice, mood, time 
sequence, author vs. narrator, stated vs. implied author, intended audience and 
purpose, irony, parody, satire, propaganda, use of archetypes and symbols) and 
identify basic beliefs, perspectives, and philosophical assumptions underlying an 
author’s work.  
Identify different types of poetry (e.g., epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain 
how specific features (e.g., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc.) 
influence meaning.  
 

 
Unit 2 Lesson 5:  Opposing Arguments 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.5 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.2  
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.2  
 
 
CE 1.4.5  
 
CE 1.5.3 

Revise drafts to more fully and/or precisely convey meaning—drawing on response 
from others, self-reflection, and reading one’s own work with the eye of a reader; 
then refine the text— deleting and/or reorganizing ideas, and addressing potential 
readers’ questions. 
 Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical 
thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal 
purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging 
introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, 
transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion.  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Select format and tone based on the desired effect and audience, using effective 
written and spoken language, sound, and/or visual representations (e.g., focus, 
transitions, facts, detail and evidence to support judgments, skillful use of rhetorical 
devices, and a coherent conclusion).   
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Unit 2 Lesson 6:  One Student’s Model 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.3.4  
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.5  
 
 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
 
CE 1.4.6 

Develop and extend a thesis, argument, or exploration of a topic by analyzing 
differing perspectives and employing a structure that effectively conveys the ideas in 
writing (e.g. resolve inconsistencies in logic; use a range of strategies to persuade, 
clarify, and defend a position with precise and relevant evidence; anticipate and 
address concerns and counterclaims; provide a clear and effective conclusion).   
From the outset, identify and assess audience expectations and needs; consider the 
rhetorical effects of style, form, and content based on that assessment; and adapt 
communication strategies appropriately and effectively.  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Develop and refine a position, claim, thesis, or hypothesis that will be explored and 
supported by analyzing different perspectives, resolving inconsistencies, and writing 
about those differences in a structure appropriate for the audience (e.g., 
argumentative essay that avoids inconsistencies in logic and develops a single 
thesis; exploratory essay that explains differences and similarities and raises 
additional questions).  
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications 
Use appropriate conventions of textual citation in different contexts (e.g., different 
academic disciplines and workplace writing situations).  
 

 
Unit 2 Lesson 7:  Revise, Redraft, Proofread, and Submit Argumentative Essay 
State Standard Description 
CE  1.1.5  
 
 
 
CE 1.1.7 
 
 
CE 1.1.8 
 
CE 1.5.3  
 
 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Revise drafts to more fully and/or precisely convey meaning—drawing on response 
from others, self-reflection, and reading one’s own work with the eye of a reader; 
then refine the text— deleting and/or reorganizing ideas, and addressing potential 
readers’ questions. 
Edit for style, tone, and word choice (specificity, variety, accuracy, appropriateness, 
conciseness) and for conventions of grammar, usage and mechanics that are 
appropriate for audience.  
Proofread to check spelling, layout, and font; and prepare selected pieces for a 
public audience.  
Select format and tone based on the desired effect and audience, using effective 
written and spoken language, sound, and/or visual representations (e.g., focus, 
transitions, facts, detail and evidence to support judgments, skillful use of rhetorical 
devices, and a coherent conclusion).   
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 2 Lesson 8:  Writing for Sciences 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3  
 
 
CE  1.2.1   
  
CE 1.3.1  
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.2  
 
 
 
 
 CE 1.3.3  
 
CE 1.5.1 
 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).  
 Write, speak, and use images and graphs to understand and discover complex 
ideas.  
 Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
 Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical 
thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal 
purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging 
introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, 
transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion.  
Compose essays with well-crafted and varied sentences demonstrating a precise, 
flexible, and creative use of language.   
 Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
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Unit 2 Lesson 9:  Thesis Statement  + Word Usage Problems 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3  
 
 
CE 1.1.5 
 
 
 
CE  1.2.1   
  
CE 1.3.1  
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.2  
 
 
 
 
 CE 1.3.3  
 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
 
CE 1.5.3 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).  
Revise drafts to more fully and/or precisely convey meaning—drawing on response 
from others, self-reflection, and reading one’s own work with the eye of a reader; 
then refine the text— deleting and/or reorganizing ideas, and addressing potential 
readers’ questions. 
 Write, speak, and use images and graphs to understand and discover complex 
ideas.  
 Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
 Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical 
thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal 
purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging 
introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, 
transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion.  
 Compose essays with well-crafted and varied sentences demonstrating a precise, 
flexible, and creative use of language.   
Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research.  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
 Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Select format and tone based on the desired effect and audience, using effective 
written and spoken language, sound, and/or visual representations (e.g., focus, 
transitions, facts, detail and evidence to support judgments, skillful use of rhetorical 
devices, and a coherent conclusion).   
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Unit 2 Lesson 10:  Submit Science Review 
State Standard Description 
 
CE 1.1.3  
 
 
CE 1.1.5 
 
 
 
CE 1.1.6 
 
CE 1.1.7 
 
 
CE 1.1.8 
 
CE  1.2.1   
  
CE 1.3.1  
 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.2  
 
 
 
 
 CE 1.3.3  
 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.3 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.4.6 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 4.1.1 
 
CE 4.1.5 

  
Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).  
Revise drafts to more fully and/or precisely convey meaning—drawing on response 
from others, self-reflection, and reading one’s own work with the eye of a reader; 
then refine the text— deleting and/or reorganizing ideas, and addressing potential 
readers’ questions. 
Reorganize sentence elements as needed and choose grammatical and stylistic 
options that provide sentence variety, fluency, and flow.  
Edit for style, tone, and word choice (specificity, variety, accuracy, appropriateness, 
conciseness) and for conventions of grammar, usage and mechanics that are 
appropriate for audience 
Proofread to check spelling, layout, and font; and prepare selected pieces for a 
public audience.  
Write, speak, and use images and graphs to understand and discover complex 
ideas.  
 Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical 
thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal 
purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging 
introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, 
transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion.  
 Compose essays with well-crafted and varied sentences demonstrating a precise, 
flexible, and creative use of language.   
Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research. 
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Develop and refine a position, claim, thesis, or hypothesis that will be explored and 
supported by analyzing different perspectives, resolving inconsistencies, and writing 
about those differences in a structure appropriate for the audience (e.g., 
argumentative essay that avoids inconsistencies in logic and develops a single 
thesis; exploratory essay that explains differences and similarities and raises 
additional questions).  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use appropriate conventions of textual citation in different contexts (e.g., different 
academic disciplines and workplace writing situations).  
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Use sentence structures and vocabulary effectively within different modes (oral and 
written, formal and informal) and for various rhetorical purposes.  
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 3 Description  

     This unit places heavy focus on stylistic aspects of writing. Writers will learn to use concise 
sentences, to make sentences parallel, and to add variety to their writing. Two small writing assignments 
reinforce paragraph writing skills in order to improve efficiency and style. The last half of the unit walks the 
writer through a literary analysis, focusing on the traditional writing practice but including the special 
features of reading literature critically. 
  
Essential Content and Skills 
The learner will: 

• Practice writing concise sentences. 
• Take a critical approach to argumentative writing. 
• Identify and correct problems with parallelism. 
• Practice analysis skills. 
• Practice synthesis skills. 
• Write using variety and emphasis. 
• Analyze a short work of fiction. 
• Create an effective thesis statement for literary analysis. 
• Write using the writing process. 

 

Unit 3 Michigan State Content Expectations 
Click here to view the Michigan DOE Curriculum Content Standards. 

 
Unit 3 Lesson 1:  Concise Sentences 
State Standard Description 
CE  1.1.5  
 
 
 
CE 1.5.3  
 

Revise drafts to more fully and/or precisely convey meaning—drawing on 
response from others, self-reflection, and reading one’s own work with the eye of a 
reader; then refine the text— deleting and/or reorganizing ideas, and addressing 
potential readers’ questions. 
Select format and tone based on the desired effect and audience, using effective 
written and spoken language, sound, and/or visual representations (e.g., focus, 
transitions, facts, detail and evidence to support judgments, skillful use of rhetorical 
devices, and a coherent conclusion).   
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Unit 3 Lesson 2:  Critical Approach to Argumentative Writing 
State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.5  
 
CE 2.1.6  
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 3.2.3 

Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Analyze and evaluate the components of multiple organizational patterns (e.g., 
compare/contrast, cause/effect, problem/solution, fact/opinion, theory/evidence).  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Identify how elements of dramatic literature (e.g., dramatic irony, soliloquy, stage 
direction, and dialogue) illuminate the meaning of the text.  
 

 
Unit 3 Lesson 3:  Parallel Sentences 
State Standard Description 
CE  1.1.5  
 
 
 
CE 1.5.3  
 

Revise drafts to more fully and/or precisely convey meaning—drawing on response 
from others, self-reflection, and reading one’s own work with the eye of a reader; 
then refine the text— deleting and/or reorganizing ideas, and addressing potential 
readers’ questions. 
Select format and tone based on the desired effect and audience, using effective 
written and spoken language, sound, and/or visual representations (e.g., focus, 
transitions, facts, detail and evidence to support judgments, skillful use of rhetorical 
devices, and a coherent conclusion).   
 

 
Unit 3 Lesson 4:  Analysis vs. Synthesis 
State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.5  
 
CE 2.1.6  
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
 

Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Analyze and evaluate the components of multiple organizational patterns (e.g., 
compare/contrast, cause/effect, problem/solution, fact/opinion, theory/evidence).  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
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Unit 3 Lesson 5:  Variety and Emphasis 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.5 
 
 
 
CE 1.5.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.5  
 
 
CE 2.1.6  
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
CE 3.2.3 

Revise drafts to more fully and/or precisely convey meaning—drawing on response 
from others, self-reflection, and reading one’s own work with the eye of a reader; 
then refine the text— deleting and/or reorganizing ideas, and addressing potential 
readers’ questions. 
Select format and tone based on the desired effect and audience, using effective 
written and spoken language, sound, and/or visual representations (e.g., focus, 
transitions, facts, detail and evidence to support judgments, skillful use of rhetorical 
devices, and a coherent conclusion).   
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Analyze and evaluate the components of multiple organizational patterns (e.g., 
compare/contrast, cause/effect, problem/solution, fact/opinion, theory/evidence).  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Identify how elements of dramatic literature (e.g., dramatic irony, soliloquy, stage 
direction, and dialogue) illuminate the meaning of the text.  
 

 
Unit 3 Lesson 6:  Literary Language 
State Standard Description 
 
CE 3.2.3 

. 
Identify how elements of dramatic literature (e.g., dramatic irony, soliloquy, stage 
direction, and dialogue) illuminate the meaning of the text.  
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Unit 3 Lesson 7:  Literary Analysis 
State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.3 
 
 
CE 3.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
 
CE 3.2.2 

Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Recognize a variety of plot structures and elements (e.g., story within a story, rising 
action, foreshadowing, flash backs, cause-and-effect relationships, conflicts, 
resolutions) and describe their impact on the reader in specific literary works.  
Analyze characteristics of specific works and authors (e.g., voice, mood, time 
sequence, author vs. narrator, stated vs. implied author, intended audience and 
purpose, irony, parody, satire, propaganda, use of archetypes and symbols) and 
identify basic beliefs, perspectives, and philosophical assumptions underlying an 
author’s work.  
.Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Identify different types of poetry (e.g., epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain 
how specific features (e.g., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc.) 
influence meaning.  
 

 
Unit 3 Lesson 8:  Literary Thesis Statemet 
State Standard Description 
 
CE 1.1.3  
 
 
CE  1.2.1   
  
CE 1.3.1  
 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.2  
 
 
 
 
 CE 1.3.3  
 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.5.1 
 

.  
Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).  
Write, speak, and use images and graphs to understand and discover complex 
ideas.  
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
 Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical 
thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal 
purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging 
introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, 
transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion.  
Compose essays with well-crafted and varied sentences demonstrating a precise, 
flexible, and creative use of language.   
Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research.  
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
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Unit 3 Lesson 9:  Drafting the Literary Analysis 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.3.2  
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.2  
 
 
CE 1.4.5  
 

Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical 
thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal 
purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging 
introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, 
transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion.  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
 Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and 
use transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
 

 
 
Unit 3 Lesson 10:  Revising for the Final Draft 
State Standard Description 
CE  1.1.5  
 
 
 
CE 1.1.7 
 
 
CE 1.1.8 
 
CE 1.5.3  
 
 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Revise drafts to more fully and/or precisely convey meaning—drawing on response 
from others, self-reflection, and reading one’s own work with the eye of a reader; 
then refine the text— deleting and/or reorganizing ideas, and addressing potential 
readers’ questions. 
Edit for style, tone, and word choice (specificity, variety, accuracy, appropriateness, 
conciseness) and for conventions of grammar, usage and mechanics that are 
appropriate for audience.  
Proofread to check spelling, layout, and font; and prepare selected pieces for a 
public audience.  
Select format and tone based on the desired effect and audience, using effective 
written and spoken language, sound, and/or visual representations (e.g., focus, 
transitions, facts, detail and evidence to support judgments, skillful use of rhetorical 
devices, and a coherent conclusion).   
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 4 Description  

     This unit will walk the writer through the research process. Each step of the process is broken into 
manageable lessons and assignments. Critical reading and thinking skills are reinforced through a self-
chosen informative research essay. 
  
Essential Content and Skills 
The learner will: 

• Conduct research using various resources. 
• Maintain a working bibliography. 
• Write a focused thesis statement. 
• Take content notes from source material. 
• Outline and organize content. 
• Draft a research paper. 
• Revise for proper MLA documentation. 
• Provide a Works Cited page. 
• Revise for effective sentences and paragraphs. 
• Proofread research writing. 

 

Unit 4 Michigan State Content Expectations  
Click here to view the Michigan DOE Curriculum Content Standards.
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Unit 4 Lesson 1:  How do I Write a Research Paper? 

State Standard Description 
CE  1.1.5  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.3 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.6 
 
CE 1.5.3  
 

Revise drafts to more fully and/or precisely convey meaning—drawing on 
response from others, self-reflection, and reading one’s own work with the eye of a 
reader; then refine the text— deleting and/or reorganizing ideas, and addressing 
potential readers’ questions. 
Develop and refine a position, claim, thesis, or hypothesis that will be explored and 
supported by analyzing different perspectives, resolving inconsistencies, and 
writing about those differences in a structure appropriate for the audience (e.g., 
argumentative essay that avoids inconsistencies in logic and develops a single 
thesis; exploratory essay that explains differences and similarities and raises 
additional questions).  
Use appropriate conventions of textual citation in different contexts (e.g., different 
academic disciplines and workplace writing situations).  
Select format and tone based on the desired effect and audience, using effective 
written and spoken language, sound, and/or visual representations (e.g., focus, 
transitions, facts, detail and evidence to support judgments, skillful use of rhetorical 
devices, and a coherent conclusion).   
 

 
Unit 4 Lesson 2:  Forming a Research Question 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.2 
 
  
CE 1.4.4  
 

Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications 
 

 
Unit 4 Lesson 3:  Keeping a Working Bibliography 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.2 
 
  
CE 1.4.4  
 

Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications 
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Unit 4 Lesson 4:  Content Notecards 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.2  
 
 
CE 1.4.3 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.6 

Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Develop and refine a position, claim, thesis, or hypothesis that will be explored and 
supported by analyzing different perspectives, resolving inconsistencies, and writing 
about those differences in a structure appropriate for the audience (e.g., 
argumentative essay that avoids inconsistencies in logic and develops a single 
thesis; exploratory essay that explains differences and similarities and raises 
additional questions).  
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications 
Use appropriate conventions of textual citation in different contexts (e.g., different 
academic disciplines and workplace writing situations).  
 

 
Unit 4 Lesson 5:  Continue Conducting Research 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.2  
 
 
CE 1.4.3 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.6 

Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Develop and refine a position, claim, thesis, or hypothesis that will be explored and 
supported by analyzing different perspectives, resolving inconsistencies, and writing 
about those differences in a structure appropriate for the audience (e.g., 
argumentative essay that avoids inconsistencies in logic and develops a single 
thesis; exploratory essay that explains differences and similarities and raises 
additional questions).  
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications 
Use appropriate conventions of textual citation in different contexts (e.g., different 
academic disciplines and workplace writing situations).  
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Unit 4 Lesson 6:  Last Day of Research 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.2  
 
 
CE 1.4.3 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.6 

Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Develop and refine a position, claim, thesis, or hypothesis that will be explored and 
supported by analyzing different perspectives, resolving inconsistencies, and writing 
about those differences in a structure appropriate for the audience (e.g., 
argumentative essay that avoids inconsistencies in logic and develops a single 
thesis; exploratory essay that explains differences and similarities and raises 
additional questions).  
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications 
Use appropriate conventions of textual citation in different contexts (e.g., different 
academic disciplines and workplace writing situations).  
 

 
Unit 4 Lesson 7:  Thesis Statement and Outline 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3  
 
 
CE 1.3.2 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.1  
CE 1.4.5 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).  
Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical 
thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal 
purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging 
introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, 
transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion.  
Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
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Unit 4 Lesson 8:  Rough Draft 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3  
 
 
CE  1.2.1   
  
CE 1.3.1  
 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.2  
 
 
 
 CE 1.3.3 
 
CE 1.4.3 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.6 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).  
Write, speak, and use images and graphs to understand and discover complex 
ideas.  
 Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
 Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical 
thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal 
purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging 
introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, 
transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion.  
 Compose essays with well-crafted and varied sentences demonstrating a precise, 
flexible, and creative use of language.   
Develop and refine a position, claim, thesis, or hypothesis that will be explored and 
supported by analyzing different perspectives, resolving inconsistencies, and writing 
about those differences in a structure appropriate for the audience (e.g., 
argumentative essay that avoids inconsistencies in logic and develops a single 
thesis; exploratory essay that explains differences and similarities and raises 
additional questions).  
Use appropriate conventions of textual citation in different contexts (e.g., different 
academic disciplines and workplace writing situations).  
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
 

 
Unit 4 Lesson 9:  Review Documentation 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.3  
 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.6  
 

Develop and refine a position, claim, thesis, or hypothesis that will be explored and 
supported by analyzing different perspectives, resolving inconsistencies, and writing 
about those differences in a structure appropriate for the audience (e.g., 
argumentative essay that avoids inconsistencies in logic and develops a single 
thesis; exploratory essay that explains differences and similarities and raises 
additional questions).  
Use appropriate conventions of textual citation in different contexts (e.g., different 
academic disciplines and workplace writing situations).  
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Unit 4 Lesson 10:  Revise, Proof, and Submit 
State Standard Description 
CE  1.1.5  
 
 
 
CE 1.1.7 
 
 
CE 1.1.8 
 
CE 1.5.3  
 
 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Revise drafts to more fully and/or precisely convey meaning—drawing on response 
from others,  self-reflection, and reading one’s own work with the eye of a reader; 
then refine the text— deleting and/or reorganizing ideas, and addressing potential 
readers’ questions. 
Edit for style, tone, and word choice (specificity, variety, accuracy, appropriateness, 
conciseness) and for conventions of grammar, usage and mechanics that are 
appropriate for audience.  
Proofread to check spelling, layout, and font; and prepare selected pieces for a 
public audience.  
Select format and tone based on the desired effect and audience, using effective 
written and spoken language, sound, and/or visual representations (e.g., focus, 
transitions, facts, detail and evidence to support judgments, skillful use of rhetorical 
devices, and a coherent conclusion).   
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
 

 
 
 

 


