
 
 

English 9 – Part 2 
 

Michigan State High School ELA Content Expectations  
Course Description 
This course is designed to integrate reading, writing, research and thinking skills.  It introduces the 
student to elements of literature from classic to modern times using genres, such as, short stories, novel, 
poetry, drama and essays.  While reading, the student will develop skills in literary analysis and 
interpretation.  This course will study the foundations of writing, and heavy emphasis will be placed on 
developing composition skills.  Strategies for strengthening vocabulary and grammar skills will be 
examined and practiced.  The student will display a mastery of these concepts through various learning 
activities and assessments, such as quizzes, exams, projects and essays. 
Text Book 
 Beers, Kylene, and Lee Odell.  Elements of Literature: ThirdCourse.  Austin: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 
2005. 

 

Odell, Lee, Richard Vacca, Renee Hobbs et. al.  Elements of Language: Third Course.  Austin: Holt, 
Rinehart and Winston, 2004 

 
 

Unit 1 Description 

This course is designed to integrate reading, writing, research and thinking skills.  It introduces the 
student to elements of literature from classic to modern times using genres, such as, short stories, novel, 
poetry, drama and essays.  While reading, the student will develop skills in literary analysis and 
interpretation.  This course will study the foundations of writing, and heavy emphasis will be placed on 
developing composition skills.  Strategies for strengthening vocabulary and grammar skills will be 
examined and practiced.  The student will display a mastery of these concepts through various learning 
activities and assessments, such as quizzes, exams, projects and essays. 

 

Essential Content and Skills 

The learner will: 

 
• Analyze various literary devices, including rhyme, rhythm, meter, onomatopoeia, 

and alliteration.   
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• Analyze free verse. 
• Analyze rhythm and meter.   
• Compare and contrast a poem and an informational text.  
• Understand the characteristics of ballads.   
• Understand the correct usage of quotation marks.  
• Understand the characteristics of free verse. 
• Understand the correct use of apostrophes and contractions. 
• Analyze sentence structure in a poem.   
• Evaluate the aesthetic qualities of style, including the effect of diction, figurative 

language, tone and mood.  
• Understand cause-and-effect relationships.  
• Evaluate the credibility of opposing arguments by examining the logic of the 

arguments, the scope of the evidence, and the intentions of the author.   
• Visual the story by using word clues. 

 

Unit 1 Michigan State Content Expectations 
Click here to view the Michigan DOE Curriculum Content Standards. 

 

Unit 1 Lesson 1: Introduction to Poetic Devices 
State Standard Description 

CE 3.2.2 

 
Identify different types of poetry (e.g., epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain 
how specific features (e.g., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc.) 
influence meaning 
 

 
Unit 1 Lesson 2: Rhythm and Meter 
State Standard Description 

CE 1.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.2.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 3.2.2 

Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (e.g., structure, 
language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected 
form or genre.  
Write, speak, and create artistic representations to express personal experience 
and perspective (e.g., personal narrative, poetry, imaginative writing, slam poetry, 
blogs, webpages). 
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
Identify different types of poetry (e.g., epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain 
how specific features (e.g., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc.) 
influence meaning 
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Unit 1 Lesson 3:  Ballads 
State Standard Description 

CE 1.1.4 
 
 
CE 1.3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 3.2.2 

Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (e.g., structure, 
language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected 
form or genre.  
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Identify different types of poetry (e.g., epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain 
how specific features (e.g., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc.) 
influence meaning 
 

 
Unit 1 Lesson 4:  “The Gift” 
State Standard Description 

CE 1.1.4 
 
 
CE 1.3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 3.2.2 

Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (e.g., structure, 
language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected 
form or genre.  
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Identify different types of poetry (e.g., epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain 
how specific features (e.g., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc.) 
influence meaning 
 

 
Unit 1 Lesson 5:  Sound Devices 
State Standard Description 

CE 1.4.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.2.2 

Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources.  
Identify different types of poetry (e.g., epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain 
how specific features (e.g., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc.) 
influence meaning 
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Unit 1 Lesson 6: Style 
State Standard Description 

CE 1.1.3 
 
 
CE 1.1.4 
 
 
CE 1.3.1 
 
 
CE 3.2.2 
 
 
CE 4.2.4 

 
Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).   
Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (e.g., structure, 
language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected 
form or genre.  
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Identify different types of poetry (e.g., epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain 
how specific features (e.g., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc.) 
influence meaning 
Understand the appropriate uses and implications of casual or informal versus 
professional language; understand, as well, the implications of language designed 
to control others and the detrimental effects of its use on targeted individuals or 
groups (e,g,, propaganda, homophobic language, and racial, ethnic, or gender 
epithets). 
 

 
Unit 1 Lesson 7:  “A Sound of Thunder” 
State Standard Description 

CE 3.1.1 
CE 3.2.2 

Interpret literary language (e.g., imagery, allusions, symbolism, metaphor) while 
reading literary and expository works.  
Identify different types of poetry (e.g., epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain 
how specific features (e.g., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc.) 
influence meaning 
 

 
Unit 1 Lesson 8:  Argument 
State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 3.1.4 

Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
Analyze characteristics of specific works and authors (e.g., voice, mood, time 
sequence, author vs. narrator, stated vs. implied author, intended audience and 
purpose, irony, parody, satire, propaganda, use of archetypes and symbols) and 
identify basic beliefs, perspectives, and philosophical assumptions underlying an 
author’s work.  
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Unit 1 Lesson 9: Diction 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).   
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   

 
 
Unit 1 Lesson 10: Imagery 
State Standard Description 

CE 1.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 1.1.4 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.1 
 
 
 
 
CE 3.2.2 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).   
Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (e.g., structure, 
language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected 
form or genre.  
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Identify different types of poetry (e.g., epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain 
how specific features (e.g., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc.) 
influence meaning 
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Unit 2 Description 

This course is designed to integrate reading, writing, research and thinking skills.  It introduces the 
student to elements of literature from classic to modern times using genres, such as, short stories, novel, 
poetry, drama and essays.  While reading, the student will develop skills in literary analysis and 
interpretation.  This course will study the foundations of writing, and heavy emphasis will be placed on 
developing composition skills.  Strategies for strengthening vocabulary and grammar skills will be 
examined and practiced.  The student will display a mastery of these concepts through various learning 
activities and assessments, such as quizzes, exams, projects and essays. 

 

Essential Content and Skills 

The learner will: 

• Understand biographical and historical approaches to literary works. 
• Analyze the way a work of literature relates to the themes and issues of its historical period. 
• Summarize a story. 
• Analyze text to make inferences.    
• Compose a short personal essay using imagery and details.    
• Analyze and elaborate on ideas presented in primary and secondary sources.    
• Compare and contrast a news story and a fictional account 
• Analyze elements of a consumer document. 
• Create a graphic organizer to compare and contrast consumer documents.  
• Follow directions to use technology. 
• Analyze the way authors use the structure and format of workplace documents to achieve their 

purposes. 
• Evaluate the logic of functional documents. 

 

Unit 2 Michigan State Content Expectations 
Click here to view the Michigan DOE Curriculum Content Standards. 
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Unit 2 Lesson 1:  Intro to Historical Background 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 3.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.4 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.8 

Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources.  
Recognize a variety of plot structures ad elements (e.g.,story within a story, rising 
action, foreshadowing, flash backs, cause-and-effect relationships, conflicts, 
resolutions) and describe their impact on the reader in specific literary works. 
Analyze characteristics of specific works and authors (e.g., voice, mood, time 
sequence, author vs. narrator, stated vs. implied author, intended audience and 
purpose, irony, parody, satire, propaganda, use of archetypes and symbols) and 
identify basic beliefs, perspectives, and philosophical assumptions underlying an 
author’s work.  
Demonstrate an understanding of historical, political, cultural, and philosophical 
themes and questions raised by literary and expository works. 
 

 
 
 
Unit 2 Lesson 2:  Historical Analysis 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.4 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.1 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 

Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (e.g., structure, 
language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected 
form or genre.  
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
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Unit 2 Lesson 3:  The Cuban Missile Crisis 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1,4 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 

Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (e.g., structure, 
language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected 
form or genre.  
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
 

 
Unit 2 Lesson 4:  “A Warm, Clear Day in Dallas” 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 

Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources.  
Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view). 
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
 

 
Unit 2 Lesson 5:  Primary and Secondary Sources 
State Standard Description 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 

 
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit 2 Lesson 6:  “Beware of the Dog” 
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State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.2 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 

Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
 

 
Unit 2 Lesson 7:  “Wounded and Trapped” 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 

Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (e.g., structure, 
language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected 
form or genre.  
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives. 
 

 
 
 
Unit 2 Lesson 8:  Consumer Documents 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.3.3 

Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
Critically read and interpret instructions for a variety of tasks (e.g., completing 
assignments, using software, writing college and job applications).  
Reading Critically in All Content Areas 
Reading, Analyzing and Interpreting Literature 
Types of Writing 
 Research 

 
 
Unit 2 Lesson 9:  Technical Directions 
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State Standard Description 
CE 2.3.3 
 

Critically read and interpret instructions for a variety of tasks (e.g., completing 
assignments, using software, writing college and job applications).  
 

 
Unit 2 Lesson 10:  Sequence in Directions 
State Standard Description 
CE 2.3.3 
 

Critically read and interpret instructions for a variety of tasks (e.g., completing 
assignments, using software, writing college and job applications).  
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Unit 3 Description 

This course is designed to integrate reading, writing, research and thinking skills.  It introduces the 
student to elements of literature from classic to modern times using genres, such as, short stories, novel, 
poetry, drama and essays.  While reading, the student will develop skills in literary analysis and 
interpretation.  This course will study the foundations of writing, and heavy emphasis will be placed on 
developing composition skills.  Strategies for strengthening vocabulary and grammar skills will be 
examined and practiced.  The student will display a mastery of these concepts through various learning 
activities and assessments, such as quizzes, exams, projects and essays. 

 

Essential Content and Skills 

The learner will: 

• Understand and explain characteristics of epic poetry.   
• Analyze the way a work of literature relates to the themes and issues of its historical period.   
• Understand characteristics of epic poetry, including heroes and their external conflicts. 
• Learn words from Greek and Roman myths. 
• Evaluate works of fine art for content and aesthetic value.   
• Monitor reading comprehension through note taking and graphic organizers.  
• Analyze interactions between characters (such as internal and external conflict) and the way 

those interactions affect the plot.   
• Evaluate the credibility of an author’s argument by examining the author’s intent and tone. 
• Analyze an author’s argument, point of view, or perspective. 

Unit 3 Michigan State Content Expectations 
Click here to view the Michigan DOE Curriculum Content Standards. 
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Unit 3 Lesson 1:  Introduction to The Odyssey 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.2.2 

Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (e.g., structure, 
language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected 
form or genre.  
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and 
persuasive) and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, 
free verse, dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by 
restating, paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal 
response; distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Identify different types of poetry (e.g., epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain 
how specific features (e.g., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc.) 
influence meaning 
 

 
Unit 3 Lesson 2:  Calypso’s Island 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.4 
 
 
 
 
 CE 1.3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 3.2.2 

Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (e.g., structure, 
language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected 
form or genre.  
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Identify different types of poetry (e.g., epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain 
how specific features (e.g., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc.) 
influence meaning 
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Unit 3 Lesson 3:  Feasting with the Phaecians 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 2.1.9 

Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (e.g., structure, 
language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected 
form or genre.  
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources.  
Examine the intersections and distinctions between visual (media images, painting, 
film, and graphic arts) and verbal communication. 
 

 
Unit 3 Lesson 4: The Cyclops 
State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 

Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
 
Reading, Analyzing and Interpreting Literature 
Research 

 
 
Unit 3 Lesson 5:  Circe and the Dangerous Sea 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.4 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
CE 3.2.2 

Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (e.g., structure, 
language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected 
form or genre.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify different types of poetry (e.g., epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain 
how specific features (e.g., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc.) 
influence meaning 
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Unit 3 Lesson 6:  Returning to Ithaca 
State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.2 

Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
 

 
Unit 3 Lesson 7:  Odysseus Fights for Penelope 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.4 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 

Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (e.g., structure, 
language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected 
form or genre.  
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Develop and extend a thesis, argument, or exploration of a topic by analyzing 
differing perspectives and employing a structure that effectively conveys the ideas in 
writing (e.g. resolve inconsistencies in logic; use a range of strategies to persuade, 
clarify, and defend a position with precise and relevant evidence; anticipate and 
address concerns and counterclaims; provide a clear and effective conclusion).   
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
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Unit 3 Lesson 8:  Heroes 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.4 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.1 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.4 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 

Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (e.g., structure, 
language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected 
form or genre.  
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Develop and extend a thesis, argument, or exploration of a topic by analyzing 
differing perspectives and employing a structure that effectively conveys the ideas in 
writing (e.g. resolve inconsistencies in logic; use a range of strategies to persuade, 
clarify, and defend a position with precise and relevant evidence; anticipate and 
address concerns and counterclaims; provide a clear and effective conclusion).   
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
 

 
Unit 3 Lesson 9:  The Journey Review 
State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 3.1.3 
 

Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
Recognize a variety of plot structures ad elements (e.g.,story within a story, rising 
action, foreshadowing, flash backs, cause-and-effect relationships, conflicts, 
resolutions) and describe their impact on the reader in specific literary works. 
 

 
Unit 3 Lesson 10:  The Odyssey Revisited 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.2 
 

Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources.  
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Unit 4 Description 

This course is designed to integrate reading, writing, research and thinking skills.  It introduces the 
student to elements of literature from classic to modern times using genres, such as, short stories, novel, 
poetry, drama and essays.  While reading, the student will develop skills in literary analysis and 
interpretation.  This course will study the foundations of writing, and heavy emphasis will be placed on 
developing composition skills.  Strategies for strengthening vocabulary and grammar skills will be 
examined and practiced.  The student will display a mastery of these concepts through various learning 
activities and assessments, such as quizzes, exams, projects and essays. 

 

Essential Content and Skills 

The learner will: 

 

• Analyze the function of dialogue in dramatic literature. 
• Analyze cause and effect. 
• Analyze the strategies blank verse, iambic meter, iambic pentameter, and couplets for reading a 

Shakespeare play. 
• Identify and define words from Romeo and Juliet that have become archaic since the play was 

written.  
• Evaluate the plot’s structure and development, and the way in which conflicts are resolved. 
• Analyze how a literary work reflects the attitudes and beliefs of its author. 
• Read Shakespeare’s poetry. 
• Make inferences, judgments, and draw conclusions. 
• Analyze characterization, character traits, and imagery. 
• Analyze rhyme scheme, foreshadowing, and irony. 
• Analyze chronological order and cultural allusions.  
• Identify the turning point of the play. 
• Analyze figurative language and recurring themes. 
• Compare and contrast characters and scenes. 
• Identify characteristics of tragedy. 
• Identify the main idea of an article. 
• Analyze how scenes in an article connect with the tragedy of Romeo and Juliet. 
• Analyze and evaluate speeches. 

 

 

Unit 4 Michigan State Content Expectations 
Click here to view the Michigan DOE Curriculum Content Standards. 
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Unit 4 Lesson 1: Shakespeare 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.3 
 

Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (e.g., structure, 
language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected 
form or genre.  
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and 
persuasive) and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, 
free verse, dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Recognize a variety of plot structures ad elements (e.g.,story within a story, rising 
action, foreshadowing, flash backs, cause-and-effect relationships, conflicts, 
resolutions) and describe their impact on the reader in specific literary works. 
 

 
Unit 4 Lesson 2: Shakespeare and Theatre 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.1 

Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (e.g., structure, 
language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected 
form or genre.  
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
 

 
Unit 4 Lesson 3:  The Language 
State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.3 
 
 
CE 3.2.2 
 
 
CE 3.2.3 

Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Recognize a variety of plot structures ad elements (e.g.,story within a story, rising 
action, foreshadowing, flash backs, cause-and-effect relationships, conflicts, 
resolutions) and describe their impact on the reader in specific literary works. 
Identify different types of poetry (e.g., epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain 
how specific features (e.g., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc.) 
influence meaning 
Identify how elements of dramatic literature (e.g., dramatic irony, soliloquy, stage 
direction, and dialogue) illuminate the meaning of text. 
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Unit 4 Lesson 4:  Romeo and Juliet Act 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
CE 3.1.2 

Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (e.g., structure, 
language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected 
form or genre.  
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries. 
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
  

 
Unit 4 Lesson 5:  Romeo and Juliet Act II 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.3 

Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (e.g., structure, 
language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected 
form or genre.  
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Recognize a variety of plot structures ad elements (e.g.,story within a story, rising 
action, foreshadowing, flash backs, cause-and-effect relationships, conflicts, 
resolutions) and describe their impact on the reader in specific literary works. 
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Unit 4 Lesson 6: Romeo and Juliet Act III 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 

Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (e.g., structure, 
language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected 
form or genre.  
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
 

 
Unit 4 Lesson 7:  Romeo and Juliet Act IV 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 

Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (e.g., structure, 
language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected 
form or genre.  
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
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Unit 4 Lesson 8:  Romeo and Juliet Act V 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.9 

Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (e.g., structure, 
language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected 
form or genre. 
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
 Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Examine the intersections and distinctions between visual (media images, painting, 
film, and graphic arts) and verbal communication. 
 

 
Unit 4 Lesson 9: Nonfiction Connections 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.1 
 

Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (e.g., structure, 
language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected 
form or genre.  
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
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Unit 4 Lesson 10:  Speeches 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
CE 4.1.1 

Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (e.g., structure, 
language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected 
form or genre.  
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
Use sentence structure and vocabulary effect ively within different modes (oral and 
written, formal and informal) and for various rhetorical purposes.   
Research 

 
 
 


