
 
 

Classical Mythology 
 

Michigan State High School ELA Content Expectations 
Course Description 

This course introduces students to the history and literature of classical mythology and reveals its 
relevance to modern life. Following an overview of world mythology, students learn about ancient Greece, 
ancient Rome, and the European Renaissance. Students then concentrate on learning the pantheon of 
classical gods and goddesses, study more than 20 important myths organized in thematic units, and read 
about four of classical mythologies greatest heroes. 

Text Book 

Kennedy, Carrie Zuberbuhler. Panorama: An Introduction to Classical Mythology. Self-published, 2005.    

 

 

Unit 1 Description 

     This introductory unit will explain how the study of mythology enhances the understanding of many 
other subjects, including  history, literature, art, music, drama, the English language, science, astronomy, 
and human psychology. The unit begins by pointing out the common themes of myths from around the 
world to teach students the universal nature of mythology. The course then establishes the foundation for 
the study of classical mythology by providing concise histories of ancient Greece, ancient Rome, and the 
European Renaissance. In the final lesson of the unit, students begin their course-long study of 
vocabulary by learning about Greek and Latin root words.  

Essential Content and Skills 

     The student will: 

• Read historical information and complete Reading Checks to ensure comprehension. 

• Begin a Master Terminology Chart that includes vocabulary from the reading to prepare for 
quizzes and exams. 

• Review video streamings to develop a better understanding and appreciation of the material. 

• Do on-line research on selected topics and write two graded paragraphs. 

• Create a timeline of events to solidify his or her understanding of the history behind classical 
mythology. 

• Begin a course-long study of word origins to further enhance vocabulary skills. 
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Unit 1 Michigan State Content Expectations 
Click here to view the Michigan DOE Curriculum Content Standards. 
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Unit 1 Lesson 1:  Course Introduction 

State Standard Description 
CE 1.3.7 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7  
 
CE 2.3.1  
 
CE 2.3.2  
 
CE 2.3.8  
 
CE 4.1.2 

Participate collaboratively and productively in groups (e.g., response groups, work 
teams, discussion groups, and committees)—fulfilling roles and responsibilities, 
posing relevant questions, giving and following instructions, acknowledging and 
building on ideas and contributions of others to answer questions or to solve 
problems, and offering dissent courteously.  
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources 
and media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, 
varied perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to 
draw conclusions and implications.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, 
timelines, graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors 
and speakers use them to infer the organization of text and enhance 
understanding, convey meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such 
as print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical 
evidence); critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple 
informational texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Read, listen to, and view diverse texts for multiple purposes such as learning 
complex procedures, making work-place decisions, or pursuing in-depth studies.  
Read, view, and/or listen independently to a variety of fiction, nonfiction, and 
multimedia genres based on student interest and curiosity 
Develop and apply personal, shared, and academic criteria to evaluate own and 
others’ oral, written, and visual texts. 
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and 
others).  
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Unit 1 Lesson 2:  World Mythology 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.3.7 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7  
 
 CE 2.3.1  
 
CE 2.3.2  
 
CE 2.3.8  
 
CE 4.1.2 

Participate collaboratively and productively in groups (e.g., response groups, work 
teams, discussion groups, and committees)—fulfilling roles and responsibilities, 
posing relevant questions, giving and following instructions, acknowledging and 
building on ideas and contributions of others to answer questions or to solve 
problems, and offering dissent courteously.  
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources 
and media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, 
varied perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to 
draw conclusions and implications.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, 
timelines, graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors 
and speakers use them to infer the organization of text and enhance 
understanding, convey meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such 
as print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical 
evidence); critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple 
informational texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Read, listen to, and view diverse texts for multiple purposes such as learning 
complex procedures, making work-place decisions, or pursuing in-depth studies.  
Read, view, and/or listen independently to a variety of fiction, nonfiction, and 
multimedia genres based on student interest and curiosity 
Develop and apply personal, shared, and academic criteria to evaluate own and 
others’ oral, written, and visual texts. 
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and 
others).  
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Unit 1 Lesson 3:  Story Genres 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.3.7 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7  
 
 CE 2.3.1  
 
CE 2.3.2  
 
CE 2.3.8  
 
CE 4.1.2 

Participate collaboratively and productively in groups (e.g., response groups, work 
teams, discussion groups, and committees)—fulfilling roles and responsibilities, 
posing relevant questions, giving and following instructions, acknowledging and 
building on ideas and contributions of others to answer questions or to solve 
problems, and offering dissent courteously.  
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Read, listen to, and view diverse texts for multiple purposes such as learning 
complex procedures, making work-place decisions, or pursuing in-depth studies.  
Read, view, and/or listen independently to a variety of fiction, nonfiction, and 
multimedia genres based on student interest and curiosity 
Develop and apply personal, shared, and academic criteria to evaluate own and 
others’ oral, written, and visual texts. 
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
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Unit 1 Lesson 4:  A Study of Ancient Greece 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
 CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
 
 

Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
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Unit 1 Lesson 5: More About Greece 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3  
 
 
CE 1.1.7 
 
 
CE 1.1.8 
 
CE  1.2.1    
 
 CE 1.3.1  
 
 
 
 
 CE 1.3.2  
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.3  
 
 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).  
Edit for style, tone, and word choice (specificity, variety, accuracy, appropriateness, 
conciseness) and for conventions of grammar, usage and mechanics that are 
appropriate for audience.  
Proofread to check spelling, layout, and font; and prepare selected pieces for a 
public audience.  
Write, speak, and use images and graphs to understand and discover complex 
ideas.  
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical 
thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal 
purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging 
introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, 
transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion.  
Compose essays with well-crafted and varied sentences demonstrating a precise, 
flexible, and creative use of language. 
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CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
 CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 1 Lesson 6: A Study of Ancient Rome 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.4 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.2 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3  
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 

Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
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Unit 1 Lesson 7: More About Rome 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3  
 
 
CE 1.1.7 
 
 
CE 1.1.8 
 
CE  1.2.1    
 
 CE 1.3.1  
 
 
 
 
 CE 1.3.2  
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.3  
 
 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).  
Edit for style, tone, and word choice (specificity, variety, accuracy, appropriateness, 
conciseness) and for conventions of grammar, usage and mechanics that are 
appropriate for audience.  
Proofread to check spelling, layout, and font; and prepare selected pieces for a 
public audience.  
Write, speak, and use images and graphs to understand and discover complex 
ideas.  
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical 
thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal 
purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging 
introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, 
transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion.  
Compose essays with well-crafted and varied sentences demonstrating a precise, 
flexible, and creative use of language. 
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CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
 CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 1 Lesson 8:  The European Renaissance 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.4 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.2 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3  
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 

Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
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Unit 1 Lesson 9:  The History Behind Classical Mythology 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3  
 
 
CE 1.1.7 
 
 
CE 1.1.8 
 
CE  1.2.1    
 
 CE 1.3.1  
 
 
 
 
 CE 1.3.2  
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.3  
 
 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).  
Edit for style, tone, and word choice (specificity, variety, accuracy, appropriateness, 
conciseness) and for conventions of grammar, usage and mechanics that are 
appropriate for audience.  
Proofread to check spelling, layout, and font; and prepare selected pieces for a 
public audience.  
Write, speak, and use images and graphs to understand and discover complex 
ideas.  
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical 
thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal 
purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging 
introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, 
transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion.  
Compose essays with well-crafted and varied sentences demonstrating a precise, 
flexible, and creative use of language. 
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CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 1 Lesson 10:  Introduction to Word Etymologies 
State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.3  
 
 
 
 CE 4.1.2 
 

Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
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 Unit 2 Description 

     This unit covers the classical creation myths, the extensive pantheon of Greek and Roman 
mythology, and three myths that reveal the power of the gods and goddesses. Students will read poems 
inspired by these creation myths and create a literary/art piece that reflects the nature of curiosity as seen 
in the myth of Pandora. Throughout the unit, the student will study vocabulary based on Greek and Latin 
root words and complete comprehension checks on all material. 

Essential Content and Skills 

     The student will: 

• Read classical creation myths and complete Reading Checks to ensure comprehension. 

• Learn the names, roles, and symbols of the gods and goddesses in the classical pantheon. 

• Continue adding words to a Master Terminology Chart that includes vocabulary from the reading 
to prepare for quizzes and exams. 

• Review video streamings to develop a better understanding and appreciation of the material. 

• Read and analyze poetry based on classical myths. 

• Create a combination literary/artistic work to illustrate the myth of Pandora. 

• Write Myth Briefs to hone writing skills and to prepare for quizzes and exams, and share select  
samples with classmates. 

• Continue with a course-long study of word origins to enhance vocabulary skills.        

 

Unit 2 Michigan State Content Expectations 

Click here to view the Michigan DOE Curriculum Content Standards. 
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Unit 2 Lesson 1:  The Classical Creation Myths 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3  
 
 
CE 1.1.7 
 
 
CE 1.1.8 
 
CE  1.2.1    
 
 CE 1.3.1  
 
 
 
 
 CE 1.3.2  
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.3  
 
 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).  
Edit for style, tone, and word choice (specificity, variety, accuracy, 
appropriateness, conciseness) and for conventions of grammar, usage and 
mechanics that are appropriate for audience.  
Proofread to check spelling, layout, and font; and prepare selected pieces for a 
public audience.  
Write, speak, and use images and graphs to understand and discover complex 
ideas.  
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and 
persuasive) and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, 
free verse, dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical 
thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal 
purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging 
introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, 
transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion.  
Compose essays with well-crafted and varied sentences demonstrating a precise, 
flexible, and creative use of language. 
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CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
CE 2.2.1 
 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources 
and media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, 
varied perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to 
draw conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and 
use transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, 
timelines, graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors 
and speakers use them to infer the organization of text and enhance 
understanding, convey meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such 
as print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical 
evidence); critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple 
informational texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, 
propaganda, overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of 
view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and 
others). 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written 
texts, including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, 
capitalization, and punctuation.  
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Unit 2 Lesson 2:  The First Generation of Olympians 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
 CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
 

Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
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CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 2 Lesson 3:  The Second Generation of Olympians 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
 CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
 

Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
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CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 2 Lesson 4:  Other Deities in the Pantheon 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
 CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
 

Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
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CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 2 Lesson 5:  Days, Months, and Planets 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
 CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
 

Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
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CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 2 Lesson 6: Additional Creation Myths 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
 CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
 

Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
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CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 2 Lesson 7: Pandora’s Box 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3  
 
 
CE 1.1.7 
 
 
CE 1.1.8 
 
CE  1.2.1    
 
 CE 1.3.1  
 
 
 
 
 CE 1.3.2  
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.3  
 
 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).  
Edit for style, tone, and word choice (specificity, variety, accuracy, appropriateness, 
conciseness) and for conventions of grammar, usage and mechanics that are 
appropriate for audience.  
Proofread to check spelling, layout, and font; and prepare selected pieces for a 
public audience.  
Write, speak, and use images and graphs to understand and discover complex 
ideas.  
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical 
thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal 
purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging 
introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, 
transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion.  
Compose essays with well-crafted and varied sentences demonstrating a precise, 
flexible, and creative use of language. 
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CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
 CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 2 Lesson 8: Myths Showing the Power of the Gods 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
 CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
 

Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
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 CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 2 Lesson 9: Mythological Poetry 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
 CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
 

Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
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CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.1 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 3.2.2 
 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Interpret literary language (e.g.,imagery, allusions, symbolism, metaphor) while 
reading literary ad expository works. 
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Identify different types of poetry (epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain how 
specific features (eg., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc) 
influence meaning.    
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 2 Lesson 10:  Myth Briefs  
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3  
 
 
CE 1.1.5 
 
 
 
CE 1.1.7 
 
 
CE 1.1.8 
 
CE  1.2.1    
 
 CE 1.3.1  
 
 
 
 
 CE 1.3.2  
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.3  
 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.5.3 
 
 
 
CE 1.5.5 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).  
Revise drafts to more fully and/or precisely convey meaning—drawing on response 
from others, self-reflection, and reading one’s own work with the eye of a reader’ 
then refine the text—deleting and/or reorganizing ideas, and addressing potential 
readers’ questions. 
Edit for style, tone, and word choice (specificity, variety, accuracy, appropriateness, 
conciseness) and for conventions of grammar, usage and mechanics that are 
appropriate for audience.  
Proofread to check spelling, layout, and font; and prepare selected pieces for a 
public audience.  
Write, speak, and use images and graphs to understand and discover complex 
ideas.  
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical 
thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal 
purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging 
introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, 
transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion.  
Compose essays with well-crafted and varied sentences demonstrating a precise, 
flexible, and creative use of language. 
Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Select format and tone based on the desired effect and audience, using effective 
written and spoken language, sound and/or visual representations (e.g. focus, 
transitions, facts, detail and evidence to support judgments, skillful use of rhetorical 
devices, and a coherent conclusion.) 
Respond to and use feedback to strengthen written and multimedia presentations 
(e.g.,clarify and defend ideas, expand on a topic, use logical arguments, modify 
organization, evaluate effectiveness of images, set goals for future presentations). 
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CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
 CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.3 
 
 
CE 3.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Recognize a variety of plot structures and elements (e.g., story within a story, rising 
action, foreshadowing, flash backs, cause-and-effect relationships, conflicts, 
resolutions) and describe their impact on the reader in specific literary works. 
Analyze characteristics of specific works and authors (e.g., voice, mood, time 
sequence, author vs. narrator, stated vs. implied author, intended audience and 
purpose, irony, parody, satire, propaganda, use of archetypes and symbols) and 
identify basic beliefs, perspectives, and philosophical assumptions underlying an 
author’s work. 
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 3 Description 

     This unit builds upon the learner’s knowledge of the classical pantheon and focuses on 18 short 
myths that fall into four thematic units. Through the analyses in the lessons, reading comprehension 
checks, images from classical paintings, and several video clips, the learner comes to understand the 
messages behind these myths and recognizes these messages to be universal and timeless. A final 
paper has the learner analyzing a chosen myth and relating its lessons to an experience in his or her own 
life. Throughout the unit, the student will study vocabulary based on Greek and Latin root words and 
complete comprehension checks on all material. 

Essential Content and Skills 

     The learner will: 

• Read 18 classical myths, recognize their themes, and complete Reading Checks to ensure 
comprehension.  

• Continue adding words to a Master Terminology Chart that includes vocabulary from the reading 
to prepare for quizzes and exams. 

• View paintings and video clips to develop a better understanding and appreciation of the material. 

• Write Myth Briefs to hone writing skills and to prepare for quizzes and exams, and share select  
samples with classmates.  

• Write a three-paragraph essay relating an element from a classical myth to his or her own life. 

• Continue with a course-long study of word origins to enhance vocabulary skills. 

 

Unit 3 Michigan State Content Expectations  

Click here to view the Michigan DOE Curriculum Content Standards. 
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Unit 3 Lesson 1:  Myths of Compassion 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
 CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
 

Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources 
and media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, 
varied perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to 
draw conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and 
use transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, 
timelines, graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors 
and speakers use them to infer the organization of text and enhance 
understanding, convey meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such 
as print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical 
evidence); critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple 
informational texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
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CE 2.2.1 
 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.1 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 3.2.2 
 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, 
propaganda, overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of 
view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Interpret literary language (e.g.,imagery, allusions, symbolism, metaphor) while 
reading literary ad expository works. 
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Identify different types of poetry (epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain how 
specific features (eg., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc) 
influence meaning.    
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and 
others). 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written 
texts, including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, 
capitalization, and punctuation.  
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Unit 3 Lesson 2:  Unfulfilled Love 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
 CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
 

Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
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CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.1 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 3.2.2 
 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Interpret literary language (e.g.,imagery, allusions, symbolism, metaphor) while 
reading literary ad expository works. 
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Identify different types of poetry (epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain how 
specific features (eg., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc) 
influence meaning.    
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 3 Lesson 3:  Myths of Hubris 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
 CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
 

Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
 



Course Name - Part 
Michigan State Curriculum Content Standards (continued) 

Page 43 of 79 

CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.1 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 3.2.2 
 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Interpret literary language (e.g.,imagery, allusions, symbolism, metaphor) while 
reading literary ad expository works. 
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Identify different types of poetry (epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain how 
specific features (eg., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc) 
influence meaning.    
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 3 Lesson 4:  More Myths of Hubris 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
 CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
 

Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
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CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.1 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 3.2.2 
 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Interpret literary language (e.g.,imagery, allusions, symbolism, metaphor) while 
reading literary ad expository works. 
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Identify different types of poetry (epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain how 
specific features (eg., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc) 
influence meaning.    
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 3 Lesson 5:  Myth Briefs 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3  
 
 
CE 1.1.5 
 
 
 
CE 1.1.7 
 
 
CE 1.1.8 
 
CE  1.2.1    
 
 CE 1.3.1  
 
 
 
 
 CE 1.3.2  
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.3  
 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.5.3 
 
 
 
CE 1.5.5 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).  
Revise drafts to more fully and/or precisely convey meaning—drawing on response 
from others, self-reflection, and reading one’s own work with the eye of a reader’ 
then refine the text—deleting and/or reorganizing ideas, and addressing potential 
readers’ questions. 
Edit for style, tone, and word choice (specificity, variety, accuracy, appropriateness, 
conciseness) and for conventions of grammar, usage and mechanics that are 
appropriate for audience.  
Proofread to check spelling, layout, and font; and prepare selected pieces for a 
public audience.  
Write, speak, and use images and graphs to understand and discover complex 
ideas.  
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical 
thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal 
purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging 
introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, 
transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion.  
Compose essays with well-crafted and varied sentences demonstrating a precise, 
flexible, and creative use of language. 
Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Select format and tone based on the desired effect and audience, using effective 
written and spoken language, sound and/or visual representations (e.g. focus, 
transitions, facts, detail and evidence to support judgments, skillful use of rhetorical 
devices, and a coherent conclusion.) 
Respond to and use feedback to strengthen written and multimedia presentations 
(e.g.,clarify and defend ideas, expand on a topic, use logical arguments, modify 
organization, evaluate effectiveness of images, set goals for future presentations). 
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CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
 CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.3 
 
 
CE 3.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Recognize a variety of plot structures and elements (e.g., story within a story, rising 
action, foreshadowing, flash backs, cause-and-effect relationships, conflicts, 
resolutions) and describe their impact on the reader in specific literary works. 
Analyze characteristics of specific works and authors (e.g., voice, mood, time 
sequence, author vs. narrator, stated vs. implied author, intended audience and 
purpose, irony, parody, satire, propaganda, use of archetypes and symbols) and 
identify basic beliefs, perspectives, and philosophical assumptions underlying an 
author’s work. 
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 3 Lesson 6:  Eternal Punishments 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
 CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
 

Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
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CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.1 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 3.2.2 
 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Interpret literary language (e.g.,imagery, allusions, symbolism, metaphor) while 
reading literary ad expository works. 
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Identify different types of poetry (epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain how 
specific features (eg., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc) 
influence meaning.    
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 3 Lesson 7:  Myths about Costly Mistakes 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
 CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
 

Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
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CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.1 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 3.2.2 
 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Interpret literary language (e.g.,imagery, allusions, symbolism, metaphor) while 
reading literary ad expository works. 
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Identify different types of poetry (epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain how 
specific features (eg., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc) 
influence meaning.    
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 3 Lesson 8:  Tragic Myths 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
 CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
 

Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
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CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.1 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 3.2.2 
 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Interpret literary language (e.g.,imagery, allusions, symbolism, metaphor) while 
reading literary ad expository works. 
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Identify different types of poetry (epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain how 
specific features (eg., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc) 
influence meaning.    
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 3 Lesson 9:  Myth Briefs and Review 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3  
 
 
CE 1.1.5 
 
 
 
CE 1.1.7 
 
 
CE 1.1.8 
 
CE  1.2.1    
 
 CE 1.3.1  
 
 
 
 
 CE 1.3.2  
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.3  
 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.5.3 
 
 
 
CE 1.5.5 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).  
Revise drafts to more fully and/or precisely convey meaning—drawing on response 
from others, self-reflection, and reading one’s own work with the eye of a reader’ 
then refine the text—deleting and/or reorganizing ideas, and addressing potential 
readers’ questions. 
Edit for style, tone, and word choice (specificity, variety, accuracy, appropriateness, 
conciseness) and for conventions of grammar, usage and mechanics that are 
appropriate for audience.  
Proofread to check spelling, layout, and font; and prepare selected pieces for a 
public audience.  
Write, speak, and use images and graphs to understand and discover complex 
ideas.  
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical 
thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal 
purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging 
introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, 
transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion.  
Compose essays with well-crafted and varied sentences demonstrating a precise, 
flexible, and creative use of language. 
Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Select format and tone based on the desired effect and audience, using effective 
written and spoken language, sound and/or visual representations (e.g. focus, 
transitions, facts, detail and evidence to support judgments, skillful use of rhetorical 
devices, and a coherent conclusion.) 
Respond to and use feedback to strengthen written and multimedia presentations 
(e.g.,clarify and defend ideas, expand on a topic, use logical arguments, modify 
organization, evaluate effectiveness of images, set goals for future presentations). 
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CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.3 
 
 
CE 3.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Recognize a variety of plot structures and elements (e.g., story within a story, rising 
action, foreshadowing, flash backs, cause-and-effect relationships, conflicts, 
resolutions) and describe their impact on the reader in specific literary works. 
Analyze characteristics of specific works and authors (e.g., voice, mood, time 
sequence, author vs. narrator, stated vs. implied author, intended audience and 
purpose, irony, parody, satire, propaganda, use of archetypes and symbols) and 
identify basic beliefs, perspectives, and philosophical assumptions underlying an 
author’s work. 
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 3 Lesson 10:  Ancient to Modern  
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
 CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
 

Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
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 CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.1 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 3.2.2 
 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Interpret literary language (e.g.,imagery, allusions, symbolism, metaphor) while 
reading literary ad expository works. 
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Identify different types of poetry (epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain how 
specific features (eg., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc) 
influence meaning.    
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 4 Description 

     This unit concludes an introductory study of classical mythology with four hero myths. These longer 
and more complex myths build upon the characters and themes studied in earlier units, and offer a 
deeper look at the cause and effect of human actions. The learner will complete comprehension checks 
on all material and create additional study guides to solidify their understanding of the myths. By the end 
of this unit, the learner will have completed all fifteen sections of the study of vocabulary based on Greek 
and Latin root words, and she or he will be asked to write an essay comparing an ancient hero with a 
modern hero. 

Essential Content and Skills 

     The learner will: 

• Read four classical hero myths, recognize their lessons, and complete Reading Checks to ensure 
comprehension. 

• Continue adding words to a Master Terminology Chart that includes vocabulary from the reading 
to prepare for quizzes and exams. 

• Create two additional study aids—a Hero Character List and a Hero Comparison Chart—to help 
them organize the material. 

• View paintings and video clips to develop a better understanding and appreciation of the material. 

• Write a four-paragraph essay comparing an ancient hero and a modern hero of his or her own 
choosing. 

• Conclude a course-long study of word origins to enhance vocabulary skills. 

 

Unit 4 Michigan State Content Expectations 

Click here to view the Michigan DOE Curriculum Content Standards. 
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Unit 4 Lesson 1:  What is a Hero? 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
 CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
 

Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources 
and media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, 
varied perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to 
draw conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and 
use transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, 
timelines, graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors 
and speakers use them to infer the organization of text and enhance 
understanding, convey meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such 
as print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical 
evidence); critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple 
informational texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
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CE 2.2.1 
 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.1 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 3.2.2 
 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, 
propaganda, overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of 
view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Interpret literary language (e.g.,imagery, allusions, symbolism, metaphor) while 
reading literary ad expository works. 
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Identify different types of poetry (epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain how 
specific features (eg., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc) 
influence meaning.    
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and 
others). 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written 
texts, including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, 
capitalization, and punctuation.  
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Unit 4 Lesson 2:  The Hero Perseus 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
 CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
 

Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
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CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.1 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 3.2.2 
 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Interpret literary language (e.g.,imagery, allusions, symbolism, metaphor) while 
reading literary ad expository works. 
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Identify different types of poetry (epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain how 
specific features (eg., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc) 
influence meaning.    
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 4 Lesson 3:  More About Perseus 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
 CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
 

Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
 



Course Name - Part 
Michigan State Curriculum Content Standards (continued) 

Page 64 of 79 

CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.1 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 3.2.2 
 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Interpret literary language (e.g.,imagery, allusions, symbolism, metaphor) while 
reading literary ad expository works. 
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Identify different types of poetry (epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain how 
specific features (eg., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc) 
influence meaning.    
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 4 Lesson 4:  The Hero Jason 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
 CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
 

Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
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CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.1 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 3.2.2 
 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Interpret literary language (e.g.,imagery, allusions, symbolism, metaphor) while 
reading literary ad expository works. 
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Identify different types of poetry (epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain how 
specific features (eg., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc) 
influence meaning.    
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 4 Lesson 5:  More About Jason 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
 CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
 

Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
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CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.1 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 3.2.2 
 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Interpret literary language (e.g.,imagery, allusions, symbolism, metaphor) while 
reading literary ad expository works. 
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Identify different types of poetry (epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain how 
specific features (eg., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc) 
influence meaning.    
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 4 Lesson 6:  The Hero Theseus 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
 CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
 

Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
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CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.1 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 3.2.2 
 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Interpret literary language (e.g.,imagery, allusions, symbolism, metaphor) while 
reading literary ad expository works. 
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Identify different types of poetry (epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain how 
specific features (eg., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc) 
influence meaning.    
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 4 Lesson 7:  More About Theseus 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
 CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
 

Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
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CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.1 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 3.2.2 
 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Interpret literary language (e.g.,imagery, allusions, symbolism, metaphor) while 
reading literary ad expository works. 
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Identify different types of poetry (epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain how 
specific features (eg., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc) 
influence meaning.    
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 4 Lesson 8:  The Hero Heracles 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
 CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
 

Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
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CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.1 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 3.2.2 
 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Interpret literary language (e.g.,imagery, allusions, symbolism, metaphor) while 
reading literary ad expository works. 
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Identify different types of poetry (epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain how 
specific features (eg., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc) 
influence meaning.    
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 4 Lesson 9:  Hero Essay 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3  
 
 
CE 1.1.5 
 
 
 
CE 1.1.7 
 
 
CE 1.1.8 
 
CE  1.2.1    
 
 CE 1.3.1  
 
 
 
 
 CE 1.3.2  
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.3  
 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.5.3 
 
 
 
CE 1.5.5 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).  
Revise drafts to more fully and/or precisely convey meaning—drawing on response 
from others, self-reflection, and reading one’s own work with the eye of a reader’ 
then refine the text—deleting and/or reorganizing ideas, and addressing potential 
readers’ questions. 
Edit for style, tone, and word choice (specificity, variety, accuracy, appropriateness, 
conciseness) and for conventions of grammar, usage and mechanics that are 
appropriate for audience.  
Proofread to check spelling, layout, and font; and prepare selected pieces for a 
public audience.  
Write, speak, and use images and graphs to understand and discover complex 
ideas.  
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical 
thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal 
purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging 
introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, 
transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion.  
Compose essays with well-crafted and varied sentences demonstrating a precise, 
flexible, and creative use of language. 
Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Select format and tone based on the desired effect and audience, using effective 
written and spoken language, sound and/or visual representations (e.g. focus, 
transitions, facts, detail and evidence to support judgments, skillful use of rhetorical 
devices, and a coherent conclusion.) 
Respond to and use feedback to strengthen written and multimedia presentations 
(e.g.,clarify and defend ideas, expand on a topic, use logical arguments, modify 
organization, evaluate effectiveness of images, set goals for future presentations). 
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CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
 CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.3 
 
 
CE 3.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Recognize a variety of plot structures and elements (e.g., story within a story, rising 
action, foreshadowing, flash backs, cause-and-effect relationships, conflicts, 
resolutions) and describe their impact on the reader in specific literary works. 
Analyze characteristics of specific works and authors (e.g., voice, mood, time 
sequence, author vs. narrator, stated vs. implied author, intended audience and 
purpose, irony, parody, satire, propaganda, use of archetypes and symbols) and 
identify basic beliefs, perspectives, and philosophical assumptions underlying an 
author’s work. 
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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Unit 4 Lesson 10:  Hero Essay 
State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3  
 
 
CE 1.1.5 
 
 
 
CE 1.1.7 
 
 
CE 1.1.8 
 
CE  1.2.1    
 
 CE 1.3.1  
 
 
 
 
 CE 1.3.2  
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.3  
 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.5.3 
 
 
 
CE 1.5.5 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).  
Revise drafts to more fully and/or precisely convey meaning—drawing on response 
from others, self-reflection, and reading one’s own work with the eye of a reader’ 
then refine the text—deleting and/or reorganizing ideas, and addressing potential 
readers’ questions. 
Edit for style, tone, and word choice (specificity, variety, accuracy, appropriateness, 
conciseness) and for conventions of grammar, usage and mechanics that are 
appropriate for audience.  
Proofread to check spelling, layout, and font; and prepare selected pieces for a 
public audience.  
Write, speak, and use images and graphs to understand and discover complex 
ideas.  
Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical 
thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal 
purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging 
introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, 
transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion.  
Compose essays with well-crafted and varied sentences demonstrating a precise, 
flexible, and creative use of language. 
Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Select format and tone based on the desired effect and audience, using effective 
written and spoken language, sound and/or visual representations (e.g. focus, 
transitions, facts, detail and evidence to support judgments, skillful use of rhetorical 
devices, and a coherent conclusion.) 
Respond to and use feedback to strengthen written and multimedia presentations 
(e.g.,clarify and defend ideas, expand on a topic, use logical arguments, modify 
organization, evaluate effectiveness of images, set goals for future presentations). 
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 CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
  
 CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.3 
 
 
CE 3.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 
 
CE 4.1.2 
 
CE 4.1.5 

Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Recognize a variety of plot structures and elements (e.g., story within a story, rising 
action, foreshadowing, flash backs, cause-and-effect relationships, conflicts, 
resolutions) and describe their impact on the reader in specific literary works. 
Analyze characteristics of specific works and authors (e.g., voice, mood, time 
sequence, author vs. narrator, stated vs. implied author, intended audience and 
purpose, irony, parody, satire, propaganda, use of archetypes and symbols) and 
identify basic beliefs, perspectives, and philosophical assumptions underlying an 
author’s work. 
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written texts, 
including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
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