
 

 
 

American Literature – Part 2 
 

Michigan State High School ELA Content Expectations 
Course Description 
American Literature Part 2 will explore the changing face of America as women writers gained 
prominence and two different movements, the Harlem Renaissance and Modernism, contributed to the 
exciting literary innovations of the era. The moral, social, political, and personal effects of World War II 
and the Vietnam War will also be explored through the selections in this unit.    
Text Books 
The Language of Literature: American Literature Pupil's Edition 
American Literature Part 1 Course Guide 

 

Unit 1 Description 

          This unit will explore some beliefs of the Native Americans before European contact as well 
as the experiences of early Europeans and Africans in North America. 

Essential Content and Skills 

     The learner will: 

• Establish a purpose for reading.   
• Identify main ideas.  
• Summarize contents of selections.  
• Identify supporting details.  
• Make connections to real life experiences. 
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 Michigan State Content Expectations  

Click here to view the Michigan DOE Curriculum Content Standards. 
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Unit 1 Lesson 1: Emily Dickinson: Selected Poems 

State Standard Description 
 
CE 2.1.4  
 
 
CE 2.1.7  
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
CE 2.1.12 
 
 
 
CE 3.2.1 

. 
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
Use a variety of strategies to enhance listening comprehension (e.g., monitor 
message for clarity and understanding, ask relevant questions, provide verbal and 
nonverbal feedback, notice cues such as change of pace or emphasis that indicate 
a new point is about to be made; and take notes to organize essential information). 
Recognize a variety of literary genres and forms (e.g., poetry, drama, novels, short 
stories, autobiographies, biographies, multi-genre texts, satire, parody, allegory) 
and demonstrate an understanding of the way in which genre and form influence 
meaning.  
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Unit 1 Lesson 2: "The Yellow Wallpaper" 

State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.4 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.2 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4  
 
 
CE 2.1.7  
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 2.3.8 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 

Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Develop and apply personal, shared, and academic criteria to evaluate own and 
others’ oral, written, and visual texts. 
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
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Unit 1 Lesson 3:  "The Story of an Hour" 

State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10   
 
  
CE 2.2.1  
 
 
 CE 2.3.4  
 
CE 3.1.2  
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5  
 
 
CE 3.1.10  
 
CE 3.2.1 

Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
 Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Recognize a variety of literary genres and forms (e.g., poetry, drama, novels, short 
stories, autobiographies, biographies, multi-genre texts, satire, parody, allegory) and 
demonstrate an understanding of the way in which genre and form influence 
meaning.  
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Unit 1 Lesson 4:  "Seventeen Syllables" 

State Standard Description 
CE 1.3.2 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.2 
 
 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.4.5 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4  
 
 
CE 2.1.5  
 
 
CE 2.1.6  
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.3.8  
 
CE 3.2.1 

Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical 
thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal 
purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging 
introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, 
transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion.  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources. 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Analyze and evaluate the components of multiple organizational patterns (e.g., 
compare/contrast, cause/effect, problem/solution, fact/opinion, theory/evidence). 
 Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response;  
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Develop and apply personal, shared, and academic criteria to evaluate own and 
others’ oral, written, and visual texts. 
Recognize a variety of literary genres and forms (e.g., poetry, drama, novels, short 
stories, autobiographies, biographies, multi-genre texts, satire, parody, allegory) and 
demonstrate an understanding of the way in which genre and form influence 
meaning.  
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Unit 1 Lesson 5:  "I Stand Here Ironing" 

State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4  
 
 
CE 2.1.5  
 
CE 2.1.6  
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.3.8  
 
CE 3.2.1 

Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Analyze and evaluate the components of multiple organizational patterns (e.g., 
compare/contrast, cause/effect, problem/solution, fact/opinion, theory/evidence). 
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Develop and apply personal, shared, and academic criteria to evaluate own and 
others’ oral, written, and visual texts. 
Recognize a variety of literary genres and forms (e.g., poetry, drama, novels, short 
stories, autobiographies, biographies, multi-genre texts, satire, parody, allegory) and 
demonstrate an understanding of the way in which genre and form influence 
meaning.  
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Unit 1 Lesson 6:  "Chicago" / "Lucinda Matlock" 

State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3 
 
 
CE 1.2.1 
 
CE 1.3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.2 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.3 
 
CE 1.4.1  
CE 1.4.2  
 
 
CE 1.4.3  
 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.4 
  
 
 
 CE 1.4.5  
 
 CE 1.4.6  
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 1.5.3 
 
 
 
CE 1.5.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).   
Write, speak, and use images and graphs to understand and discover complex 
ideas.  
 Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical 
thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal 
purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging 
introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, 
transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion 
Compose essays with well-crafted and varied sentences demonstrating a precise, 
flexible, and creative use of language.  
Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research.  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources.  
Develop and refine a position, claim, thesis, or hypothesis that will be explored and 
supported by analyzing different perspectives, resolving inconsistencies, and writing 
about those differences in a structure appropriate for the audience (e.g., 
argumentative essay that avoids inconsistencies in logic and develops a single 
thesis; exploratory essay that explains differences and similarities and raises 
additional questions).  
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of  
the author, date of publication) to draw conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas.  
Use appropriate conventions of textual citation in different contexts (e.g., different 
academic disciplines and workplace writing situations).  
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Select format and tone based on the desired effect and audience, using effective 
written and spoken language, sound, and/or visual representations (e.g., focus, 
transitions, facts, detail and evidence to support judgments, skillful use of rhetorical 
devices, and a coherent conclusion).   
Use technology tools (e.g, word processing, presentation and multimedia software) 
to produce polished written and multimedia work (e.g., literary and expository works, 
proposals, business presentations, advertisements).  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose 
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
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Unit 1 Lesson 7:  "Richard Cory" / "Miniver Cheevy" 

State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 3.2.1 
 
 
 
CE 3.4.2 
 
CE 3.4.4 

 Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose 
 Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Recognize a variety of literary genres and forms (e.g., poetry, drama, novels, short 
stories, autobiographies, biographies, multi-genre texts, satire, parody, allegory) and 
demonstrate an understanding of the way in which genre and form influence 
meaning.  
Understand that media and popular texts are produced within a social context and 
have economic, political, social, and aesthetic purposes.  
Understand how the commercial and political purposes of producers and publishers 
influence not only the nature of advertisements and the selection of media content, 
but the slant of news articles   in newspapers, magazines, and the visual media.  
 

 

Unit 1 Lesson 8:  "We Wear the Mask" / "Sympathy" 

State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
CE 2.1.12 
 
 
 
 
CE 3.2.1 

Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
 Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
Use a variety of strategies to enhance listening comprehension (e.g., monitor 
message for clarity and understanding, ask relevant questions, provide verbal and 
nonverbal feedback, notice cues such as change of pace or emphasis that indicate 
a new point is about to be made; and take notes to organize essential information).  
Recognize a variety of literary genres and forms (e.g., poetry, drama, novels, short 
stories, autobiographies, biographies, multi-genre texts, satire, parody, allegory) and 
demonstrate an understanding of the way in which genre and form influence 
meaning.  
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Unit 1 Lesson 9:  "Winter Dreams" 

CE 1.1.3 
 
 
CE 1.2.1 
 
CE 1.3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
E 1.3.2 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.3 
 
CE 1.4.1  
CE 1.4.2  
 
 
CE 1.4.3  
 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.4 
  
 
 
 CE 1.4.5  
 
 CE 1.4.6  
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 1.5.3 
 
 
 
CE 1.5.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).   
Write, speak, and use images and graphs to understand and discover complex 
ideas.  
 Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g.,personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical 
thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal 
purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging 
introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, 
transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion 
Compose essays with well-crafted and varied sentences demonstrating a precise, 
flexible, and creative use of language.  
Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research.  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources.  
Develop and refine a position, claim, thesis, or hypothesis that will be explored and 
supported by analyzing different perspectives, resolving inconsistencies, and writing 
about those differences in a structure appropriate for the audience (e.g., 
argumentative essay that avoids inconsistencies in logic and develops a single 
thesis; exploratory essay that explains differences and similarities and   
raises additional questions).  
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas.  
Use appropriate conventions of textual citation in different contexts (e.g., different 
academic disciplines and workplace writing situations).  
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Select format and tone based on the desired effect and audience, using effective 
written and spoken language, sound, and/or visual representations (e.g., focus, 
transitions, facts, detail and evidence to support judgments, skillful use of rhetorical 
devices, and a coherent conclusion).   
Use technology tools (e.g, word processing, presentation and multimedia software) 
to produce polished written and multimedia work (e.g., literary and expository works, 
proposals, business presentations, advertisements).  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
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Unit 1 Lesson 10:  "America and I" 

State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 3.2.1 
 
 
 
CE 4.1.2 

Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Recognize a variety of literary genres and forms (e.g., poetry, drama, novels, short 
stories, autobiographies, biographies, multi-genre texts, satire, parody, allegory) and 
demonstrate an understanding of the way in which genre and form influence 
meaning.  
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
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Unit 2 Description 

     This unit will present some of the great minds that shaped the early years of this country. 
The unit is divided into two sections to better represent the social, political, and economic 
upheavals of the era. Part 1 contains a survey of literature from Puritan writers. Part 2 features 
important historical documents from the period. 

Essential Content and Skills 

     The learner will: 

• Establish a purpose for reading.  
• Identify main ideas and supporting details.  
• Take notes on key facts.  
• Compare and contrast text structures.  
• Utilize text organizers. 

 

Unit 2 Michigan State Content Expectations 
Click here to view the Michigan DOE Curriculum Content Standards. 
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Unit 2 Lesson 1:  Langston Hughes: Selected Poems 

State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
CE 2.1.12 
 
 
 
CE 3.2.1 
 
 
 
CE 3.2.2 

Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
Use a variety of strategies to enhance listening comprehension (e.g., monitor 
message for clarity and understanding, ask relevant questions, provide verbal and 
nonverbal feedback, notice cues such as change of pace or emphasis that indicate 
a new point is about to be made; and take notes to organize essential information). 
Recognize a variety of literary genres and forms (e.g., poetry, drama, novels, short 
stories, autobiographies, biographies, multi-genre texts, satire, parody, allegory) 
and demonstrate an understanding of the way in which genre and form influence 
meaning.  
Identify different types of poetry (e.g., epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain 
how specific features (e.g., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc.) 
influence meaning. 
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Unit 2 Lesson 2:  "When the Negro Was in Vogue" 

State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3 
 
 
CE 1.2.1 
 
CE 1.3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
E 1.3.2 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.3 
 
CE 1.4.1  
CE 1.4.2  
 
 
CE 1.4.3  
 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.4 
  
 
 
 CE 1.4.5  
 
 CE 1.4.6  
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 1.5.3 
 
 
 
CE 1.5.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).   
Write, speak, and use images and graphs to understand and discover complex 
ideas.  
 Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g., personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical 
thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal 
purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging 
introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, 
transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion 
Compose essays with well-crafted and varied sentences demonstrating a precise, 
flexible, and creative use of language.  
Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research.  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources.  
Develop and refine a position, claim, thesis, or hypothesis that will be explored and 
supported by analyzing different perspectives, resolving inconsistencies, and writing 
about those differences in a structure appropriate for the audience (e.g., 
argumentative essay that avoids inconsistencies in logic and develops a single 
thesis; exploratory essay that explains differences and similarities and   
raises additional questions).  
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of  
the author, date of publication) to draw conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas.  
Use appropriate conventions of textual citation in different contexts (e.g., different 
academic disciplines and workplace writing situations).  
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Select format and tone based on the desired effect and audience, using effective 
written and spoken language, sound, and/or visual representations (e.g., focus, 
transitions, facts, detail and evidence to support judgments, skillful use of rhetorical 
devices, and a coherent conclusion).   
Use technology tools (e.g, word processing, presentation and multimedia software) 
to produce polished written and multimedia work (e.g., literary and expository works, 
proposals, business presentations, advertisements).  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
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Unit 2 Lesson 3:  "My City" / "Any Human to Another" 

State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3 
 
 
CE 1.2.1 
 
CE 1.3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.2 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.3 
 
CE 1.4.1  
CE 1.4.2  
 
 
CE 1.4.3  
 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.4 
  
 
 
 CE 1.4.5  
 
 CE 1.4.6  
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 1.5.3 
 
 
 
CE 1.5.4 
 
 
 
 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).   
Write, speak, and use images and graphs to understand and discover complex 
ideas.  
 Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g., personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical 
thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal 
purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging 
introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, 
transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion 
Compose essays with well-crafted and varied sentences demonstrating a precise, 
flexible, and creative use of language.  
Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research.  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources.  
Develop and refine a position, claim, thesis, or hypothesis that will be explored and 
supported by analyzing different perspectives, resolving inconsistencies, and writing 
about those differences in a  
structure appropriate for the audience (e.g., argumentative essay that avoids 
inconsistencies in logic and develops a single thesis; exploratory essay that 
explains differences and similarities and   
raises additional questions).  
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of  
the author, date of publication) to draw conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas.  
Use appropriate conventions of textual citation in different contexts (e.g., different 
academic disciplines and workplace writing situations).  
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Select format and tone based on the desired effect and audience, using effective 
written and spoken language, sound, and/or visual representations (e.g., focus, 
transitions, facts, detail and evidence to support judgments, skillful use of rhetorical 
devices, and a coherent conclusion).   
Use technology tools (e.g, word processing, presentation and multimedia software) 
to produce polished written and multimedia work (e.g., literary and expository works, 
proposals, business presentations, advertisements).  
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CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.5 
 
CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
CE 2.1.12 
 
 
 
CE 3.2.1 

Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Analyze and evaluate the components of multiple organizational patterns (e.g., 
compare/contrast, cause/effect, problem/solution, fact/opinion, theory/evidence). 
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
Use a variety of strategies to enhance listening comprehension (e.g., monitor 
message for clarity and understanding, ask relevant questions, provide verbal and 
nonverbal feedback, notice cues such as change of pace or emphasis that indicate 
a new point is about to be made; and take notes to organize essential information).  
Recognize a variety of literary genres and forms (e.g., poetry, drama, novels, short 
stories, autobiographies, biographies, multi-genre texts, satire, parody, allegory) and 
demonstrate an understanding of the way in which genre and form influence 
meaning.  
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Unit 2 Lesson 4:  "If We Must Die" / "A Black Man Talks of Reaping" 

State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.5 
 
CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 3.1.1 
 
CE 3.1.3 
 
 
CE 3.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE 3.2.1 
 
 
 
CE 3.2.2 

Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Analyze and evaluate the components of multiple organizational patterns (e.g., 
compare/contrast, cause/effect, problem/solution, fact/opinion, theory/evidence). 
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Interpret literary language (e.g. imagery, allusions, symbolism, metaphor) while 
reading literary and expository works. 
Recognize a variety of plot structures and elements (e.g., story within a story, rising 
action, foreshadowing, flash backs, cause-and-effect relation ships, conflicts, 
resolutions) and describe their impact on the reader in specific literary works.   
Analyze characteristics of specific works and authors (e.g., voice, mood, time 
sequence, author vs. narrator, stated vs. implied author, intended audience and 
purpose, irony, parody, satire, propaganda, use of archetypes and symbols) and 
identify basic beliefs, perspectives, and philosophical assumptions underlying an 
author’s work. 
Recognize a variety of literary genres and forms (e.g., poetry, drama, novels, short 
stories, autobiographies, biographies, multi-genre texts, satire, parody, allegory) and 
demonstrate an understanding of the way in which genre and form influence 
meaning.  
Identify different types of poetry (e.g., epic, lyric, sonnet, free verse) and explain 
how specific features (e.g., figurative language, imagery, rhythm, alliteration, etc.) 
influence meaning. 
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Unit 2 Lesson 5:  "How It Feels to Be Colored Me" 

State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4  
 
 
CE 2.1.5  
 
 
CE 2.1.6  
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.3.8  
 
CE 3.2.1 
 

Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
 Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Analyze and evaluate the components of multiple organizational patterns (e.g., 
compare/contrast, cause/effect, problem/solution, fact/opinion, theory/evidence). 
  Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts. 
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.   
Develop and apply personal, shared, and academic criteria to evaluate own and 
others’ oral, written, and visual texts. 
Recognize a variety of literary genres and forms (e.g., poetry, drama, novels, short 
stories, autobiographies, biographies, multi-genre texts, satire, parody, allegory) and 
demonstrate an understanding of the way in which genre and form influence 
meaning.  
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Unit 2 Lesson 6:  “My Dungeon Shook” 

State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 3.2.1 
 
 
 
CE 4.1.2 

Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Recognize a variety of literary genres and forms (e.g., poetry, drama, novels, short 
stories, autobiographies, biographies, multi-genre texts, satire, parody, allegory) and 
demonstrate an understanding of the way in which genre and form influence 
meaning.  
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
 

Unit 2 Lesson 7:  “Life for My Child Is Simple”/”Primer  for Blacks” 

State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
CE 2.1.12 
 
 
 
CE 3.2.1 

Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
 Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
Use a variety of strategies to enhance listening comprehension (e.g., monitor 
message for clarity and understanding, ask relevant questions, provide verbal and 
nonverbal feedback, notice cues such as change of pace or emphasis that indicate 
a new point is about to be made; and take notes to organize essential information).  
Recognize a variety of literary genres and forms (e.g., poetry, drama, novels, short 
stories, autobiographies, biographies, multi-genre texts, satire, parody, allegory) and 
demonstrate an understanding of the way in which genre and form influence 
meaning.  
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Unit 2 Lesson 8:  “Thoughts on the African American Novel” 

State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3 
 
 
CE 1.2.1 
 
CE 1.3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.2 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.3 
 
CE 1.4.1  
CE 1.4.2  
 
 
CE 1.4.3  
 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.4 
  
 
 
 CE 1.4.5  
 
 CE 1.4.6  
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 1.5.3 
 
 
 
CE 1.5.4 
 
 
 
 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).   
Write, speak, and use images and graphs to understand and discover complex 
ideas.  
 Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g., personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical 
thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal 
purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging 
introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, 
transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion 
Compose essays with well-crafted and varied sentences demonstrating a precise, 
flexible, and creative use of language.  
Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research.  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources.  
Develop and refine a position, claim, thesis, or hypothesis that will be explored and 
supported by analyzing different perspectives, resolving inconsistencies, and writing 
about those differences in a structure appropriate for the audience (e.g., 
argumentative essay that avoids inconsistencies in logic and develops a single 
thesis; exploratory essay that explains differences and similarities and   
raises additional questions).  
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of  
the author, date of publication) to draw conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas.  
Use appropriate conventions of textual citation in different contexts (e.g., different 
academic disciplines and workplace writing situations).  
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Select format and tone based on the desired effect and audience, using effective 
written and spoken language, sound, and/or visual representations (e.g., focus, 
transitions, facts, detail and evidence to support judgments, skillful use of rhetorical 
devices, and a coherent conclusion).   
Use technology tools (e.g, word processing, presentation and multimedia software) 
to produce polished written and multimedia work (e.g., literary and expository works, 
proposals, business presentations, advertisements).  
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CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4  
 
CE 2.1.5  
 
 
CE 2.1.6  
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.3.8  
 
CE 3.4.2 
 
CE 3.4.4 

Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
 Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Analyze and evaluate the components of multiple organizational patterns (e.g., 
compare/contrast, cause/effect, problem/solution, fact/opinion, theory/evidence). 
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Develop and apply personal, shared, and academic criteria to evaluate own and 
others’ oral, written, and visual texts. 
Understand that media and popular texts are produced within a social context and 
have economic, political, social, and aesthetic purposes. 
Understand how the commercial and political purposes of producers and publishers 
influence not only the nature of advertisements and the selection of media content, 
but the slant of news articles in newspapers, magazines, and the visual media.   
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Unit 2 Lesson 9:   “In The American Society” 

State Standard Description 
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CE 1.1.3 
 
 
CE 1.2.1 
 
CE 1.3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
E 1.3.2 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.3 
 
CE 1.4.1  
CE 1.4.2  
 
 
CE 1.4.3  
 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.4 
  
 
 
 CE 1.4.5  
 
 CE 1.4.6  
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 1.5.3 
 
 
 
CE 1.5.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
CE 3.2.1 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).   
Write, speak, and use images and graphs to understand and discover complex 
ideas.  
 Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g., personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical 
thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal 
purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging 
introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, 
transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion 
Compose essays with well-crafted and varied sentences demonstrating a precise, 
flexible, and creative use of language.  
Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research.  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources.  
Develop and refine a position, claim, thesis, or hypothesis that will be explored and 
supported by analyzing different perspectives, resolving inconsistencies, and writing 
about those differences in a  
structure appropriate for the audience (e.g., argumentative essay that avoids 
inconsistencies in logic and develops a single thesis; exploratory essay that 
explains differences and similarities and   
raises additional questions).  
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of  
the author, date of publication) to draw conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas.  
Use appropriate conventions of textual citation in different contexts (e.g., different 
academic disciplines and workplace writing situations).  
1 Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Select format and tone based on the desired effect and audience, using effective 
written and spoken language, sound, and/or visual representations (e.g., focus, 
transitions, facts, detail and evidence to support judgments, skillful use of rhetorical 
devices, and a coherent conclusion).   
Use technology tools (e.g, word processing, presentation and multimedia software) 
to produce polished written and multimedia work (e.g., literary and expository works, 
proposals, business presentations, advertisements).  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Recognize a variety of literary genres and forms (e.g., poetry, drama, novels, short 
stories, autobiographies, biographies, multi-genre texts, satire, parody, allegory) and 
demonstrate an understanding of the way in which genre and form influence 
meaning.  
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Unit 2 Lesson 10:  “Defining the Grateful Gesture”/”Refugee Ship” 

State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3 
 
 
CE 1.2.1 
 
CE 1.3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.2 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.3 
 
CE 1.4.1  
CE 1.4.2  
 
 
CE 1.4.3  
 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.4 
  
 
 
 CE 1.4.5  
 
 CE 1.4.6  
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 1.5.3 
 
 
 
CE 1.5.4 
 
 
 
 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).   
Write, speak, and use images and graphs to understand and discover complex 
ideas.  
 Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g., personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical 
thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal 
purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging 
introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, 
transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion 
Compose essays with well-crafted and varied sentences demonstrating a precise, 
flexible, and creative use of language.  
Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research.  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources.  
Develop and refine a position, claim, thesis, or hypothesis that will be explored and 
supported by analyzing different perspectives, resolving inconsistencies, and writing 
about those differences in a  
structure appropriate for the audience (e.g., argumentative essay that avoids 
inconsistencies in logic and develops a single thesis; exploratory essay that 
explains differences and similarities and   
raises additional questions).  
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of  
the author, date of publication) to draw conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas.  
Use appropriate conventions of textual citation in different contexts (e.g., different 
academic disciplines and workplace writing situations).  
1 Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Select format and tone based on the desired effect and audience, using effective 
written and spoken language, sound, and/or visual representations (e.g., focus, 
transitions, facts, detail and evidence to support judgments, skillful use of rhetorical 
devices, and a coherent conclusion).   
Use technology tools (e.g, word processing, presentation and multimedia software) 
to produce polished written and multimedia work (e.g., literary and expository works, 
proposals, business presentations, advertisements).  
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CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4  
 
 
CE 2.1.5  
 
CE 2.1.6  
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
 
CE 2.3.8  
 
CE 3.4.2 
 
CE 3.4.4 

Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Analyze and evaluate the components of multiple organizational patterns (e.g., 
compare/contrast, cause/effect, problem/solution, fact/opinion, theory/evidence). 
 Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Develop and apply personal, shared, and academic criteria to evaluate own and 
others’ oral, written, and visual texts. 
Understand that media and popular texts are produced within a social context and 
have economic, political, social, and aesthetic purposes. 
Understand how the commercial and political purposes of producers and publishers 
influence not only the nature of advertisements and the selection of media content, 
but the slant of news articles in newspapers, magazines, and the visual media.   
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Unit 3 Description 

     This unit will explore some of the ideals and issues that evolved in America and elsewhere 
in the first half of the 19th century. The two sections of the unit examine different aspects of the 
spirit of the age. Part I deals with celebrations of the self; Part 2 illustrates the darker side of 
individualism. 

Essential Content and Skills 

     The learner will: 

• Explore the development of a distinctive literary tradition in America in the early years of the 19th 

century.  
• Examine the darker side of Romanticism.  
• Appreciate the growth of the horror story and its fascination with evil and the supernatural. 

 

Unit 3 Michigan State Content Expectations 
Click here to view the Michigan DOE Curriculum Content Standards. 
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Unit 3 Lesson 1:  Robert Frost: Selected Poems 

State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10   
 
  
CE 2.2.1  
 
 
 CE 2.3.4  
 
 
CE 3.1.2  
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5  
 
 
CE 3.1.10  
 
CE 3.2.1 

Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
 Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, 
propaganda, overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of 
view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Recognize a variety of literary genres and forms (e.g., poetry, drama, novels, short 
stories, autobiographies, biographies, multi-genre texts, satire, parody, allegory) 
and demonstrate an understanding of the way in which genre and form influence 
meaning.  
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Unit 3 Lesson 2:  "The Death of the Hired Man" 

State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10   
 
  
CE 2.2.1  
 
 
 CE 2.3.4  
 
 
CE 3.1.2  
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5  
 
 
CE 3.1.10  
 
CE 3.2.1 
 
 
CE 3.4.2 
 
CE 3.4.4 

Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
 Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Recognize a variety of literary genres and forms (e.g., poetry, drama, novels, short 
stories, autobiographies, biographies, multi-genre texts, satire, parody, allegory) and 
demonstrate an understanding of the way in which genre and form influence 
meaning.  
Understand that media and popular texts are produced within a social context and 
have economic, political, social, and aesthetic purposes. 
Understand how the commercial and political purposes of producers and publishers 
influence not only the nature of advertisements and the selection of media content, 
but the slant of news articles in newspapers, magazines, and the visual media.   
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Unit 3 Lesson 3:  "The End of Something" 

State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3 
 
 
CE 1.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.4 
 
 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.5 
 
 
CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.3.8 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).  
Compose drafts that covey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (eg., structure, 
language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected 
form or genre. 
Use speaking, writing, and visual presentations to appeal to audiences of different 
social, economic, and cultural backgrounds and experiences (e.g., include 
explanations and definitions according to the audience’s background, age, or 
knowledge of the topic; adjust formality of style; consider interests of potential 
readers). 
Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages. 
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Analyze and evaluate the components of multiple organizational patterns (e.g., 
compare/contrast, cause/effect, problem/solution, fact/opinion, theory/evidence). 
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Develop and apply personal, shared, and academic criteria to evaluate own and 
others’ oral, written, and visual texts. 
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Unit 3 Lesson 4:  "The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock" 

State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3 
 
 
CE 1.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.4 
 
 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.5 
 
 
CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.3.8 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).  
Compose drafts that covey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (eg., structure, 
language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected 
form or genre. 
Use speaking, writing, and visual presentations to appeal to audiences of different 
social, economic, and cultural backgrounds and experiences (e.g., include 
explanations and definitions according to the audience’s background, age, or 
knowledge of the topic; adjust formality of style; consider interests of potential 
readers). 
Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages. 
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Analyze and evaluate the components of multiple organizational patterns (e.g., 
compare/contrast, cause/effect, problem/solution, fact/opinion, theory/evidence). 
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Develop and apply personal, shared, and academic criteria to evaluate own and 
others’ oral, written, and visual texts. 
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Unit 3 Lesson 5:  "The Jilting of Granny Weatherall" 

State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 3.2.1 
 
 
 
CE 3.4.2 
 
 
CE 3.4.4 

Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Recognize a variety of literary genres and forms (e.g., poetry, drama, novels, short 
stories, autobiographies, biographies, multi-genre texts, satire, parody, allegory) and 
demonstrate an understanding of the way in which genre and form influence 
meaning.  
Understand that media and popular texts are produced within a social context and 
have economic, political, social, and aesthetic purposes. 
Understand how the commercial and political purposes of producers and publishers 
influence not only the nature of advertisements and the selection of media content, 
but the slant of news articles in newspapers, magazines, and the visual media.   
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Unit 3 Lesson 6:  "The Man Who Was Almost a Man" 

State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3 
 
 
CE 1.2.1 
 
CE 1.3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.2 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.3 
 
CE 1.4.1  
CE 1.4.2  
 
 
CE 1.4.3  
 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.4 
  
 
 
 CE 1.4.5  
 
 CE 1.4.6  
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 1.5.3 
 
 
 
CE 1.5.4 
 
 
 
 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).   
Write, speak, and use images and graphs to understand and discover complex 
ideas.  
 Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g., personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical 
thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal 
purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging 
introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, 
transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion 
Compose essays with well-crafted and varied sentences demonstrating a precise, 
flexible, and creative use of language.  
Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research.  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources.  
Develop and refine a position, claim, thesis, or hypothesis that will be explored and 
supported by analyzing different perspectives, resolving inconsistencies, and writing 
about those differences in a  
structure appropriate for the audience (e.g., argumentative essay that avoids 
inconsistencies in logic and develops a single thesis; exploratory essay that 
explains differences and similarities and   
raises additional questions).  
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of  
the author, date of publication) to draw conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas.  
Use appropriate conventions of textual citation in different contexts (e.g., different 
academic disciplines and workplace writing situations).  
1 Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Select format and tone based on the desired effect and audience, using effective 
written and spoken language, sound, and/or visual representations (e.g., focus, 
transitions, facts, detail and evidence to support judgments, skillful use of rhetorical 
devices, and a coherent conclusion).   
Use technology tools (e.g, word processing, presentation and multimedia software) 
to produce polished written and multimedia work (e.g., literary and expository works, 
proposals, business presentations, advertisements).  
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CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4  
 
CE 2.1.5  
 
 
CE 2.1.6  
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.3.8  
 

Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Analyze and evaluate the components of multiple organizational patterns (e.g., 
compare/contrast, cause/effect, problem/solution, fact/opinion, theory/evidence). 
 Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Develop and apply personal, shared, and academic criteria to evaluate own and 
others’ oral, written, and visual texts. 
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Unit 3 Lesson 7:  "Mirror" / "Self in 1958" 

State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 3.2.1 
 
 
 
CE 3.4.2 
 
CE 3.4.4 

Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Recognize a variety of literary genres and forms (e.g., poetry, drama, novels, short 
stories, autobiographies, biographies, multi-genre texts, satire, parody, allegory) and 
demonstrate an understanding of the way in which genre and form influence 
meaning.  
Understand that media and popular texts are produced within a social context and 
have economic, political, social, and aesthetic purposes. 
Understand how the commercial and political purposes of producers and publishers 
influence not only the nature of advertisements and the selection of media content, 
but the slant of news articles in newspapers, magazines, and the visual media.   
 

 

Unit 3 Lesson 8:  "Armistice" 

State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 3.2.1 
 
 
 
CE 3.4.2 
 
CE 3.4.4 

Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Recognize a variety of literary genres and forms (e.g., poetry, drama, novels, short 
stories, autobiographies, biographies, multi-genre texts, satire, parody, allegory) and 
demonstrate an understanding of the way in which genre and form influence 
meaning.  
Understand that media and popular texts are produced within a social context and 
have economic, political, social, and aesthetic purposes. 
Understand how the commercial and political purposes of producers and publishers 
influence not only the nature of advertisements and the selection of media content, 
but the slant of news articles in newspapers, magazines, and the visual media.   
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Unit 3 Lesson 9:  "The Death of the Ball Turret Gunner" / "Why Soldiers Won't Talk" 

State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3 
 
 
CE 1.2.1 
 
CE 1.3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.2 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.3 
 
CE 1.4.1  
CE 1.4.2  
 
 
CE 1.4.3  
 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.4 
  
 
 
 CE 1.4.5  
 
 CE 1.4.6  
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 1.5.3 
 
 
CE 15.4 
 
 
 
 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).   
Write, speak, and use images and graphs to understand and discover complex 
ideas.  
 Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres 
(e.g., personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, 
summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that 
serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) 
and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, 
dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).  
Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical 
thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal 
purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging 
introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, 
transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion 
Compose essays with well-crafted and varied sentences demonstrating a precise, 
flexible, and creative use of language.  
Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research.  
Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary 
(print and electronic) resources.  
Develop and refine a position, claim, thesis, or hypothesis that will be explored and 
supported by analyzing different perspectives, resolving inconsistencies, and writing 
about those differences in a structure appropriate for the audience (e.g., 
argumentative essay that avoids inconsistencies in logic and develops a single 
thesis; exploratory essay that explains differences and similarities and   
raises additional questions).  
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use 
transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas.  
Use appropriate conventions of textual citation in different contexts (e.g., different 
academic disciplines and workplace writing situations).  
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages.  
Select format and tone based on the desired effect and audience, using effective 
written and spoken language, sound, and/or visual representations (e.g., focus, 
transitions, facts, detail and evidence to support judgments, skillful use of rhetorical 
devices, and a coherent conclusion).   
Use technology tools (e.g, word processing, presentation and multimedia software) 
to produce polished written and multimedia work (e.g., literary and expository works, 
proposals, business presentations, advertisements).  
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CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4  
 
 
CE 2.1.5  
CE 2.1.6  
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
CE 2.3.8  
 
CE 3.2.1 
 
 
 
CE 3.4.2 
 
 
CE 3.4.4 

Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Analyze and evaluate the components of multiple organizational patterns (e.g., 
compare/contrast, cause/effect, problem/solution, fact/opinion, theory/evidence). 
 Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts. 
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Develop and apply personal, shared, and academic criteria to evaluate own and 
others’ oral, written, and visual texts. 
Recognize a variety of literary genres and forms (e.g., poetry, drama, novels, short 
stories, autobiographies, biographies, multi-genre texts, satire, parody, allegory) and 
demonstrate an understanding of the way in which genre and form influence 
meaning.  
Understand that media and popular texts are produced within a social context and 
have economic, political, social, and aesthetic purposes. 
Understand how the commercial and political purposes of producers and publishers 
influence not only the nature of advertisements and the selection of media content, 
but the slant of news articles in newspapers, magazines, and the visual media.   
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Unit 3 Lesson 10:  "Letter from Paradise" / "In Response to Executive Order 9066" 

State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3 
 
 
CE 1.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4  
 
 
CE 2.1.5  
 
 
CE 2.1.6  
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.3.8  
 
CE 3.2.1 
 
 
 
CE 1.5.1 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).  
Compose drafts that covey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (eg., structure, 
language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected 
form or genre. 
Use speaking, writing, and visual presentations to appeal to audiences of different 
social, economic, and cultural backgrounds and experiences (e.g., include 
explanations and definitions according to the audience’s background, age, or 
knowledge of the topic; adjust formality of style; consider interests of potential 
readers). 
Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
 Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose. 
Analyze and evaluate the components of multiple organizational patterns (e.g., 
compare/contrast, cause/effect, problem/solution, fact/opinion, theory/evidence).   
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Develop and apply personal, shared, and academic criteria to evaluate own and 
others’ oral, written, and visual texts. 
Recognize a variety of literary genres and forms (e.g., poetry, drama, novels, short 
stories, autobiographies, biographies, multi-genre texts, satire, parody, allegory) and 
demonstrate an understanding of the way in which genre and form influence 
meaning.  
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages. 
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Unit 4 Description 
          This unit will explore two great conflicts that greatly affected the American character: the 
conflict over slavery that culminated in our nation's bloodiest war and the conflict between white settlers 
moving westward and the people they would dispossess.  

Essential Content and Skills 

     The learner will: 

• Explore the realities of slavery and the terrors of the Civil War.    
• Understand that the civil rights movement unfolded from the events of more than a hundred years 

before.  
• Examine how westward expansion created a shift in focus to new problems and future 

challenges.  
• Recognize the contributions of Mark Twain to American literature.  
• Focus on the changes of post-Civil War America in the lives of Native Americans, 

settlers, pioneers, and women. 

 

Unit 4 Michigan State Content Expectations 
Click here to view the Michigan DOE Curriculum Content Standards. 
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Unit 4 Lesson 1:  "Ambush" 

State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.4 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10   
 
  
CE 2.2.1  
 
 
 CE 2.3.4  
 
 
CE 3.1.2  
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5  
 
 
CE 3.1.10  
 
 
CE 3.4.2 
 
CE 3.4.4 

Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
 Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, 
propaganda, overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of 
view).  
 Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Understand that media and popular texts are produced within a social context and 
have economic, political, social, and aesthetic purposes. 
Understand how the commercial and political purposes of producers and 
publishers influence not only the nature of advertisements and the selection of 
media content, but the slant of news articles in newspapers, magazines, and the 
visual media.   
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Unit 4 Lesson 2:  "Camouflaging the Chimera" / "Deciding" 

State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.4 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10   
 
  
CE 2.2.1  
 
 
 CE 2.3.4  
 
 
CE 3.1.2  
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5  
 
 
CE 3.1.10  
 
 
CE 3.4.2 
 
CE 3.4.4 

Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
 Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
 Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Understand that media and popular texts are produced within a social context and 
have economic, political, social, and aesthetic purposes. 
Understand how the commercial and political purposes of producers and publishers 
influence not only the nature of advertisements and the selection of media content, 
but the slant of news articles in newspapers, magazines, and the visual media.   
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Unit 4 Lesson 3:  "At the Justice Department, November 15, 1969" 

State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3 
 
 
CE 1.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).  
Compose drafts that covey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (eg., structure, 
language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected 
form or genre. 
Use speaking, writing, and visual presentations to appeal to audiences of different 
social, economic, and cultural backgrounds and experiences (e.g., include 
explanations and definitions according to the audience’s background, age, or 
knowledge of the topic; adjust formality of style; consider interests of potential 
readers). 
Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages. 
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
 Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
 Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
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Unit 4 Lesson 4:  "Letter from Birmingham Jail" 

State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3 
 
 
CE 1.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.4 
 
 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.5 
 
CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.3.8 
 
CE 3.2.1 
 
 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).  
Compose drafts that covey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (eg., structure, 
language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected 
form or genre. 
Use speaking, writing, and visual presentations to appeal to audiences of different 
social, economic, and cultural backgrounds and experiences (e.g., include 
explanations and definitions according to the audience’s background, age, or 
knowledge of the topic; adjust formality of style; consider interests of potential 
readers). 
Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages. 
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Analyze and evaluate the components of multiple organizational patterns (e.g., 
compare/contrast, cause/effect, problem/solution, fact/opinion, theory/evidence). 
 Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Develop and apply personal, shared, and academic criteria to evaluate own and 
others’ oral, written, and visual texts. 
Recognize a variety of literary genres and forms (e.g., poetry, drama, novels, short 
stories, autobiographies, biographies, multi-genre texts, satire, parody, allegory) and 
demonstrate an understanding of the way in which genre and form influence 
meaning.  
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Unit 4 Lesson 5:  Wandering 

State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 3.2.1 
 
 
 
CE 4.1.2 

Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
 Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Recognize a variety of literary genres and forms (e.g., poetry, drama, novels, short 
stories, autobiographies, biographies, multi-genre texts, satire, parody, allegory) and 
demonstrate an understanding of the way in which genre and form influence 
meaning.  
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
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Unit 4 Lesson 6:  "The Writer in the Family" 

State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3 
 
 
CE 1.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).  
Compose drafts that covey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (eg., structure, 
language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected 
form or genre. 
Use speaking, writing, and visual presentations to appeal to audiences of different 
social, economic, and cultural backgrounds and experiences (e.g., include 
explanations and definitions according to the audience’s background, age, or 
knowledge of the topic; adjust formality of style; consider interests of potential 
readers). 
Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research 
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages. 
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
 Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
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Unit 4 Lesson 7:  "Teenage Wasteland" 

State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4  
 
 
CE 2.1.5  
 
 
CE 2.1.6  
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10 
 
 
CE 2.2.1 
 
 
CE 2.3.4 
 
 
CE 2.3.8  
 
 
CE 3.1.2 
 
 
CE 3.1.5 
 
 
CE 3.1.10 

Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
 Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose. 
Analyze and evaluate the components of multiple organizational patterns (e.g., 
compare/contrast, cause/effect, problem/solution, fact/opinion, theory/evidence).   
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating,  
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
 Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
 Develop and apply personal, shared, and academic criteria to evaluate own and 
others’ oral, written, and visual texts. 
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
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Unit 4 Lesson 8:  "Separating" 

State Standard Description 
CE 1.4.4 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.2 
 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.5 
 
CE 2.1.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 2.1.10   
 
  
CE 2.2.1  
 
 CE 2.3.4  
 
 
CE 2.3.8 
 
CE 3.1.2  
 
 
 
CE 3.1.5  
 
 
CE 3.1.10  
 
CE 3.2.1 

Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
 Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Analyze and evaluate the components of multiple organizational patterns (e.g., 
compare/contrast, cause/effect, problem/solution, fact/opinion, theory/evidence). 
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
 Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and 
respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and 
opinion, and propaganda.  
 Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey 
ideas and readers make meaning (e.g., imagery, irony, satire, parody, propaganda, 
overstatement/understatement, omission, and multiple points of view).  
Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents (e.g., 
historical and government documents, newspapers, critical and technical articles, 
and subject-specific books).  
Develop and apply personal, shared, and academic criteria to evaluate own and 
others’ oral, written, and visual texts. 
Demonstrate an understanding of literary characterization, character development, 
the function of major and minor characters, motives and causes for action, and 
moral dilemmas that characters encounter by describing their function in specific 
works.  
Comparatively analyze two or more literary or expository texts, comparing how and 
why similar themes are treated differently, by different authors, in different types of 
text, in different historical periods, and/or from different cultural perspectives.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between literary and expository 
works, themes, and historical and contemporary contexts.  
Recognize a variety of literary genres and forms (e.g., poetry, drama, novels, short 
stories, autobiographies, biographies, multi-genre texts, satire, parody, allegory) and 
demonstrate an understanding of the way in which genre and form influence 
meaning.  
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Unit 4 Lesson 9:  "Mexicans Begin Jogging" / "Legal Alien" 

State Standard Description 
CE 1.1.3 
 
 
CE 1.1.4 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.3.6 
 
 
 
 
CE 1.4.1 
CE 1.4.4  
 
 
 
CE 1.5.1 
 
CE 2.1.2   
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4  
 
 
 
CE 2.1.5 
 
CE 2.1.6  
 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
CE 2.3.8 
  
CE 3.2.1 

Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).  
Compose drafts that covey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, 
argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while 
simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (eg., structure, 
language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected 
form or genre. 
Use speaking, writing, and visual presentations to appeal to audiences of different 
social, economic, and cultural backgrounds and experiences (e.g., include 
explanations and definitions according to the audience’s background, age, or 
knowledge of the topic; adjust formality of style; consider interests of potential 
readers). 
Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research 
Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and 
media (e.g., fact and opinion, comprehensiveness of the evidence, bias, varied 
perspectives, motives and credibility of the author, date of publication) to draw 
conclusions and implications.  
Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and 
critical messages. 
Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and 
multimedia features (e.g., prefaces, appendices, marginal notes, illustrations, 
bibliographies, author’s pages, footnotes, diagrams, tables, charts, maps, timelines, 
graphs, and other visual and special effects) and explain how authors and speakers 
use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey 
meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Analyze and evaluate the components of multiple organizational patterns (e.g., 
compare/contrast, cause/effect, problem/solution, fact/opinion, theory/evidence). 
Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and 
multimedia presentations (e.g., documentaries and research presentations) and 
elements of expository texts (e.g., thesis, supporting ideas, and statistical evidence); 
critically examine the argumentation and conclusions   of multiple informational 
texts.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Develop and apply personal, shared, and academic criteria to evaluate own and 
others’ oral, written, and visual texts. 
Recognize a variety of literary genres and forms (e.g., poetry, drama, novels, short 
stories, autobiographies, biographies, multi-genre texts, satire, parody, allegory) and 
demonstrate an understanding of the way in which genre and form influence 
meaning.  
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Unit 4 Lesson 10:  "Hostage" 

State Standard Description 
CE 2.1.3 
 
 
 
CE 2.1.4 
 
 
CE 2.1.7 
 
 
CE 3.2.1 
 
 
 
CE 4.1.2 

Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  
Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a 
text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning 
or purpose.  
Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  
Recognize a variety of literary genres and forms (e.g., poetry, drama, novels, short 
stories, autobiographies, biographies, multi-genre texts, satire, parody, allegory) and 
demonstrate an understanding of the way in which genre and form influence 
meaning.  
Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word etymologies 
(e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, and others). 
 

 


